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My plan for social reform is 
the Third Order.—Leo XIII 


_- FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM is pledged to promote this Three-point Program 
‘popular economics: 


1. To commit no sin in heart or hand for the sake of goods of fortune. 
2. To observe moderation in acquiring and enjoying goods of fortune. 


8. To administer all goods of fortune in a way that they will serve the common 


eo no less than personal advantage. 
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OUR MOTHER 


IT WAS THE LAST STROKE OF 
their tenderness toward us. We 
may wonder and wonder what there 


‘is about us that should ever have in- 


duced them to do the things they 
did for us. To keep up their pur- 


} suit of us, even while we stood about 


and jeered as we thrust Him up and 


out of our midst on the cruel and 
_infamous wood of the cross, regard- 


less of her agony who stood there. 


Yet there it was. Not enough 
that he would feel his lifeblood ooz- 
ing away for us drop by drop. Not 


{enough that he should pray, amid 


o_o 


_ God the Son he had waited with the 
' Father and the Holy Ghost for that 


the agony of his own desolation, that 
God might forgive us in our ignor- 
ance. 


But as he looked down from the 
cross and saw us for the insane mob 
of jeering ingrates we had turned 
out to be, he saw his Mother stand- 
ing there and suffering all that grief 


’ with him for us. 


He knew her sentiments. As 


moment, more than thirty years 


previous, when she gave the signal 


for him to become the redeeming 
Son of Man with her devoted ‘“‘Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord: be 
it done to me”. 


How often in their life together 


may she not have repeated the 
words! When Herod was after 
them. When she lost him in Jeru- 
salem. When he took leave of her 
to appear in public. At that last 
farewell on Holy Thursday. When 
she would not be spared that soul- 
piercing meeting at the Fourth 
Station. 


And now she stood there—stood, 
like a priest stands—while he hung 
there. In agony over us as well as 
over him. While agony harrowed 
him, soul and body, for her and for 
us. 


He knew what she felt. Was not 
his heart heart of her heart? 


How truly he said: Behold a 
mother for you! The words con- 
firmed a fact while they made us a 
bequest. She had proved a mother 
to us. So he gave her to us, to 
mother our ungrateful, blundering 
soul; to put her, as he had put him- 
self, between the displeasure of al- 
mighty God and us. 


In the midst of what, with all her 
presentiment of sacrifice, must have 
been also holy rapture thirty years 
before, she would not rise to think 
of herself as anything but God’s in- 
strument for our sake: Behold his 
handmaid, be it done tome, Hein 
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his time had said: Behold, I come to 
do His will. 


And now, in the midst of their 
merging sea of agony on Calvary, 
there was yet their holy pleasure— 
his pleasure in giving her to us, the 
last and the sweetest thing he had 
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near God, affectionately call her | 
blessed. She, our race’s solitary 
boast. 

Perhaps that is one of the things 
which ail our day and generation: 
It is a day which has forgotten His — 
mother and our mother. 


For that reason, not only have all | 
those other abominations come to | 
taint our generation which St. Paul 


to give; her pleasure in taking us, 
while for us she gave up him, the 
dearest possession ever any mother 


had to give. 


It has on occasion been given 
people to taste the agony of death, a 
measure of it, and come back to tell 
of it. Such people can only gasp in 
admiration at the Son and the 
Mother whose heart at a time like 
that could rise above their mutual 
affection to think of mothering 
people like us. 


If our Lord’s tenderness toward 
us offending mortals always rav- 
ished the heart of St. Francis and 
his children, the strong tenderness 
of our Mother has had no less an ap- 
peal for them. St. Francis would 
fairly babble when he got on the 
subject of Mary. St. Bonaventure 
would pray: O Mary, may my heart 
never cease to love thee and my 
tongue to praise thee. Bl. John 
Duns Scotus had his own way of 
saying: Dignare me laudare te— 
raise me up to a point where I shall 
be able and worthy to praise thee, 
O hallowed Virgin. 


Nothing should let us forget what 
our Lord did for us. But neither 
should we ever forget what our 


enumerates as companion vices in a | 
people without affection (Romans 1, 
29 on); but we have also forfeited © 
the right to her ministrations as the 
champion of the human race against 
the wiles and onslaughts of the Ser- 
pent. 

God destined Mary for that 
charge as early as in Paradise. 
When the Serpent had a mind to 
glory over defeating the designs of | 
God through a woman, God told him 
a woman was picked to crush his 
head (Gen. 3, 15). 


Fortunately for the human race, 
Mother Mary is more true to this 
sacred God-given charge than man- 
kind is sensible and eager to avail 
itself of her championship. So, 
while men keep dragging civiliza- 
tion down about their ears amid the 
havoc of insane wars, she actually 
breaks through the curtain of the 
other world at Lourdes and La 
Salette and Fatima to gather her 
castigated and sobered children 
under her protective mantle. 


There let us nestle. We fly to the 
patronage, O holy Mother of God! 
Not selfishly, but making the suffer- 


Mother endured for us, was ready 
to sacrifice for us. She, who under 
His pleasure is our life, our sweet- 
ness, our hope. 


ing world’s need our need. Despise 
not our supplications in our needs, 
but deliver us always from all 
danger, O glorious and blessed Vir- | 
gin! eo 
| 
You cannot make Me a more 
pleasing offering than when you re- 
turn to Me, with humble contrition 
for the time you have lost.—Ven. 
Paul Heath O.F.M., Martyr. ® 


St. Paul finds it to have been one 
of the marks of pagan degeneration 
that they were a people “without 
affection”. We may not let our- 
selves be excluded from the genera- 
tions that, moved by her generous 
concern for us as well as her place 
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SEVERAL FIRSTS 
N ONE 


| WHEN FR. THOMAS PLASSMANN 
O.F.M., president of St. Bonaven- 
iture College, addressed the citizen 
tcandidates at the impressive Ameri- 
canization ceremonies held in Little 
fValley recently, a unique fact was 
recalled. It was at Little Valley, 
IN. Y., Cattaraugus County seat, that 
75 years ago a former president of 
St. Bonaventure College, Diomede 
}Falconio O.F.M., received his citi- 
zenship papers. 

Father Falconio was later ele- 
vated to the college of cardinals, 
fafter being the third Apostolic dele- 
igate to the United States, the only 
Apostolic delegate to our country to 
Shave been an American citizen. 

An outline of Cardinal Falconio’s 
remarkable career is given here- 


pe, 

Asa young Franciscan he arrived 
‘in America in 1865. He was then 
in deacon’s orders. At the age of 
'23 he taught the classics at St. 
Bonaventure College, until he was 
| ordained by Bishop ‘Timon, first 
i bishop of Buffalo, on January 4, 
f 1866. He was 23 years and three 
imonths old at the time. 


. Fr. Falconio was immediately ap- 
] pointed professor of philosophy and 
,vice president of St. Bonaventure 
| College and Seminary. Soon after- 
. wards he was promoted to the chair 
of Sacred Theology. 


Soon after that came his election 
‘as president of St. Bonaventure’s, 
at the age of 26. So far, no one has 
| disputed the claim that Fr. Diomede 
Falconio is the youngest college 
president on record for the United 
States. 


It was while he held the office of 
president of St. Bonaventure’s that 
Father Falconio became a citizen of 
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BY FR. IRENAEUS HERSCHER 
O.F.M. (4) 


the United States, receiving his 
Seats Me papers at Little Valley 


A man of eminent piety and well 
balanced learning, Father Falconio 
possessed remarkable administra- 
tive ability, extraordinary prudence 
and tact—qualities which were to 
stand him in good stead in his later 
career. That his superiors and Holy 
Mother Church realized his excep- 
tional abilities, can be seen from the 
fact that a long series of positions 
of trust was assigned to him, each 
of which he discharged with singu- 
lar success. 


In 1869 Father Falconio resigned 
his position as president of St. Bon- 
aventure’s, to accept the office of 
secretary to the Franciscan bishop 
of Harbor Grace, Newfoundland. 
In Newfoundland he served succes- 
sively as secretary, missionary, and 
rector of the cathedral, and as 
chancelor, administrator and vicar- 
general of the diocese. 


In 1882 he returned to the United 
States in the hope of laboring as a 
missionary in the eastern states. 
But in 1884 he was called to Rome, 
to take the office of provincial of the 
dispersed province of San Bernar- 
dino in the Abruzzi. Five years 
later he was appointed procurator 
general of the Reformati branch of 
the order. 


Then commenced his diplomatic 
career, which was to bring him to 
such a high place in the Church. 
Three years later, July 11, 1892, he 
was named bishop of Laodicea, and 
again three years later, November 
29, 1895, he was appointed metro- 
politan of the twin archdioceses of 
Acerenza and Matera in southern 
Italy. 
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By a Papal brief dated August 3, 
1899, Pope Leo XIII established an 
Apostolic delegation to the Domin- 
ion of Canada, and named Arch- 
bishop Falconio the first Apostolic 
delegate to Canada. 


On September 30, 1902, he was 
appointed the third Apostolic dele- 
gate to the United States. Fr. Noel 
Conlon O.F.M. significantly remarks 
in his scholarly article entitled Fal- 
conio—A Franciscan Portrait (Pro- 
vincial Annals, Holy Name Pro- 
vince, October, 1948) : “His appoint- 
ment was considered as evidence of 
Pope Leo XIII’s high esteem for our 
government,...at the time he was 
probably the only churchman in the 
diplomatic service of the Vatican 
who was an American citizen.” 


Among the remarkable events 
which took place while Archbishop 
Falconio held this high office, it is 
significant to note the publication 
in 1906 of Pius X’s constitution 
Sapienti Consilio. By this consti- 
tution the United States was re- 
moved from the status of a mission- 
ary territory, thenceforth no longer 
subject to the authority of the Con- 
gregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith. 


On June 6, 1906, Archbishop Fal- 
conio ordained to the priesthood the 
young friar Thomas Plassmann 
O.F.M., who fourteen years later 
was to succeed the archbishop in an 
office which the latter had held with 
such distinction. Father Thomas 
recently started his twenty-fifth 
year as president of St. Bonaventure 
College and Seminary. 


New honors were in store for 
Archbishop Falconio. On Novem- 
ber 27, 1911, he was created a car- 
dinal priest, with the title (especi- 
ally created for him) of Sancta 
Maria in Aracoeli, named after the 
ancient Franciscan convent regard- 
ed as the seat of the order in Rome. 
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At the same consistory two other 
American archbishops, John Mur- 
phy Farley and William Henry 
O’Connell, were elevated to the col- 
lege of cardinals. 


On May 25, 1914, Cardinal Fal- | 
conio received still another honor, 
when he was appointed cardinal | 
bishop of the suburban see of Velle- 
tri. In early 1916 he was also ap- 
pointed prefect of the Congregations . 
of the Consistory, of the Discipline | 
of the Sacraments, and of the Pro- . 
paganda, and on the Commission | 
for the Preservation of the Faith. 
All the while he retained the pas- . 
toral care of his episcopal see of Vel- | 
letri. 


In spite of his many labors the | 
cardinal found leisure to carry outa . 
plan which he had conceived in early — 
youth, and which he kept close to his 
heart amid his numerous duties. 
He loved his order dearly, and it | 
was his ambition some day to write | 
the history of his beloved province | 
of the Abruzzi. Whenever in his. 
eventful career he found a reference » 
no matter how insignificant, or a. 
name or a fact relating to this sub- | 
ject, he would jot it down and send 
it to the guardian of his former ' 
friary in the Abruzzi, with orders | 
to consign it to a sealed box in-) 
tended for that sole purpose. 


At last this box was opened, and 
the cardinal sat down to fulfil his | 
long cherished desire. With the ut- 
most care, with devotion and scienti- | 
fic accuracy he completed and pub- 
lished three volumes on: I Minori | 
Riformati negli Abruzzi (Rome, 
Bertero, 1913). 


Cardinal Falconio died February 
7, 1917, at the age of 75, after a life 
filled with work for God and Holy 
Mother Church. All during his 
fruitful career he proved himself a 
worthy ecclesiastic and an <7 
lary son of the Poverello. 
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BUSINESS AND SANCTITY 
DO THEY MIX? 


LET ME SEE: WHERE WERE WE? 
) Oh yes: Did Luchesio ever see the 
fight? Did his prosperity hold? 


|} Under circumstances God can do 
worse than allow misfortune to 
\vertake us. He can let us prosper! 


God’s Innings 


THERE ARE TIMES WHEN CON- 
WINUED prosperity, for a man, for 
families, for groups of people, for 
whole nations, for an entire age, can 
mean their complete undoing, tem- 
oral as well as eternal. When con- 
inued prosperity would mean let- 
Sing them harden in a frame of 
mind and a course of conduct that 
is bound to react destructively on 
hem as well as on the general 
Dublic. When continued prosperity 
$s even apt to be mistaken for the 
f‘pproval and blessing of God on the 
tveriest rascality and corruption. 


* Atthe same time God is no police 
nartinet, to pounce on us at the 
east infraction. If he marked 
tmiquities in that way, who of us 
ould survive? It is God’s way to 
rive people time to see for them- 
pelves the carriage of their miscon- 
fluct. 


| At times too he lets misdemeanor 
fand mischief run their course to 
cheir worst results, to serve as an 
»bject lesson for others, for later 
iyenerations. 


| At times, well, we just have to 
jeave men and their ways to God, 
so be cleared up at the Last Judg- 
ment. That is why that last uni- 
versal judgment of all men in the 
sight of all men will be held. 


{ In any case he always gives agent, 
bufferer and beholder alike grace 
enough to make their eternal best 


133 


BLESSED BY A CURSE 


LIFE OF BL. LUCHESIO 
FIRST TERTIARY 


Second Instalment 


out of the situation. Always his 
ways are justified before man. - 


The Pay-Off 


IN LUCHESIO’S CASE, GOD HAD 
mercy on him. Hedropped a spider 
in his cup of pleasure! 


It was an event which so turned 
Luchesio’s stomach that he lost all 
taste for the intoxicating thing he 
had called success. No less, he re- 
vised completely his ideas of what 
constitutes a lawful pursuit and 
game, and what is an abomination 
before God. 


The spider in the wine came in 
the shape of a withering curse which 
a victim flung at Luchesio one day. 


Talk would not be squelched. 
Things were thought where they 
were not said, by those who sur- 
veyed their ruined fortunes and 
prospects, and by those who had 
watched the battle of wits from the 
sidelines. And where so much is 
thought, things are soon said. 


Neither is the public so complete- 
ly dumb. It cannot always make a 
court-proof case of its charges and 
suspicions. But that does not pre- 
vent it from forming and uttering 
its convictions, and, yes, in the event 
acting upon them. 


Coming right down to it, the 
public feels and resents it that after 
all it has to foot the bill when those 
in the position to do so abuse their 
position for selfish advantage. Mal- 
practicing politicians and _ police 
officials, manipulators in business, 
industry, labor, and the professions 
too—such people pile up bills for the 
public high cost of living, and in 
time they supply the tinder for the 
red wreckage of revolution. 
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Such people kid nobody but them- 
selves if they take their present 
standing in society (and in church 
too!) as a bill of health before God 
and a passport to Heaven. They do 
not even go free at the bar of public 
opinion. 

Judgment! i 1 CK 

LUCHESIO WAS ENJOYING HIS FIN- 
ANCIAL and social triumph. He 
may have heard the mutterings 
about him as time went on. But he 
laughed that off. 

Then one day there came to him 
one of his victims who did not see 
stark tragedy as a laughing matter; 
who saw no game in being reduced 
to begging with his wife and chil- 
dren; who was not so impressed 
with Luchesio’s standing nor with 
the business code of the day but that 
he resented both bitterly. 

Apparently there was an argu- 
ment. The broken man, in the 
effort to retrieve something of his 
loss, pleaded his ruin, and the des- 
perate straits of his wife and chil- 
dren. 


What Luchesio said in reply, is 
surmised rather than _ recorded. 
Intrenched back of a smile which 
never wore off, he cited the rules of 
the game. He dropped a word 
something like “Cry-baby!” And 
left his victim dangle. 

That was his mistake! No, the 
response was not a thrust with a 
dagger. It was something more 
elemental. It was a cry—the cry 
of outraged and oppressed human- 
ity. It was the terrible cry which 
Scripture connects with certain sins. 
Along with wilful murder and the 
sin against nature, Scripture 
classes oppression of the helpless 
with the sins that cry to Heaven for 
vengeance! 

Seeing that his case was hopeless, 
the victim looked into the smiling 
face of his despoiler, and said very 
deliberately : 
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“Then may God damn you for the 
murdering scoundrel you are!” 
Turned, and left! 

Laugh that off, Luchesio! Laugh 
that off, all you victimizers of the 
helpless! You makers of war, you | 
profiteers in food and other neces- 
sities of life, you who live by graft © 


| 
} 
| 
| 


or in any way contribute to make > 
the life of helpless people unbear- | 


able, laugh off the cry of despairing © 


humanity! | 

For whether there be a victim to 
put it in words or not, you commit 
the sin that cries to Heaven, and 
there neither church nor society will 
save you! 


The Home Thrust 


ST. PAUL (HEBR. 4, 12) TELLS OF | 
the word of God cutting through to 
the very spirit, keener than any 
material blade, and laying open to 
us our inmost soul and intentions. 

The cry of Luchesio’s victim that | 
day was such a cut at the hand of 7 
God. There was no laughing it off. 
It cut clean through to Luchesio’s . 
conscience. And the cut would not | 
close. Luchesio could not help but. 
look into it. 


Oh, he still tried to laugh it off. | 
Rather to argue it off. For the: 
smile left his face the moment the | 
man had uttered the words. 


Who? Me? Gentleman Luche- 
sio? Scoundrel? Murdering? | 
Damned? Why, nobody—! I never | 
thought —? Oh, come on now! I. 
mustn’t—that’s morbid! I have: 
been working too hard! | 


But it would not down. It was. 
on his mind the rest of the day. It. 
was a weary man that closed shop 
that evening. A man without so. 
much as the heart to cast the day’s 
accounts or count the day’s cash. A. 
man that scarcely cared to give a 
look about him at the fine furnish- 
ings, the very thought of which 
otherwise sent his blood racing. 
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It was a different man too that 
*met his wife and his two children 
gthat evening. That fellow, now: 
the had pleaded the condition of his 
ife and children. How would I 


And there are supposed to be 
any others in the same plight, all 
ithrough my fault! 

“What’s the matter, Luchesio? 
hat’s on your mind?” ‘This from 
is good wife, Buonadonna, who was 
not used to such a perfunctory good- 
evening kiss. 


“Oh! Oh, pardon me! 
ithing a man said today—’” 


Some- 


As Bad As That? 


THE NIGHT WAS NOT VERY REST- 
Indeed, it was like many 
which followed. Tossing. 


Surely, I am not as bad as that. 
Not a scoundrel. Not a murderer. 
Why, I wouldn’t hurt a flea! At 
jleast—yes, I suppose that is right: 
that was years ago. Fact is, I have 


hurt people. Plenty of them. And 
their families too. Just as the fel- 
low said. 


) Could the man be right in what 
he said besides? Scoundrel? Mur- 
iderer? The judgment of God? 


} Oh, but see here now! Every- 
sbody in business knows what to look 
ifor. Everybody does the same if 

he can get the chance. Look what 
shappened to me at Caggiani! And 
/ besides, haven’t I too got my wife 
| and children to look out for? 


' But there are other ways. We 
-were happy enough ten or fifteen 
years ago. We did not need all this. 
“What made me reach out for it in 
this way, when these very tricks 
nearly finished me at Caggiani? 
‘How could I come down so low? 
Everybody is doing it? So does 
everybody lie too, and do a lot of 
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other nasty things; but that does 
not make them right. It only makes 
the lot of us very bad. 

It was their own fault. It was 
all above board. They didn’t have 
to sell. They didn’t have to come to 
me. Business is not charity. - 

But they did come to me, and I 
could not resist the hog in me: took 
their last needful bit to add it to my 
abundance. Above board? When 
I was so careful to get their trust 
as a friend and they in turn honored 
me with their confidence: if busi- 
ness has nothing to do with charity, 
what has it to do with trust and 
friendship betrayed? 

I have sunk pretty low! 
Gentleman Luchesio! Wow! 
A Game Or—? 

A MONTH OR TWO OR THREE LATER. 

“Now, husband, what is the mat- 
ter? You simply have to tell me. 
You don’t eat. You don’t sleep. 
You are not the same with the chil- 
dren. You hardly noticeme. You 
stare and mope and mutter. You 
go down to the office like one in a 
daze. You come home and—People 
are talking about it. What is the 
matter?” 

“Wife, if you must know, I think 
we have—I have a lot to answer 
fore 

“What do you mean? 
you talking about?” 


“This: To say I don’t feel right 
about the way I have let people 
down, the way I have been putting 
it over on them, is to put it mildly. 
Frankly, it would have been more 
honest to take their property from 
them on the open highway. They 
would have recognized me then for 
a cold, calculating robber, and could 
have met me on even terms. We 
could have fought it out like men. 
But this way—” 

“Well, of all things! 


Me! 


What are 


Aren’t you 
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the softie all at once! Suppose you 
had played the game like that? 
Where would you be? Remember 
what happened at Caggiani?’’ 

“That’s just it. The game! Al- 
ways the game! It is more than a 
game. When what we do involves 
the fortune and the happiness and 
the very life of others, it strikes me 
now, it is a serious business. And 
not only between man and man 
either. Especially where the other 
fellow is more or less helpless, it 
strikes me now that God has some- 
thing to say about it. And I hate 
to think of what he thinks about the 
‘game’ of driving people to despair. 
Here a while back a man came to 
me, and—oh, skip it! But it is 
getting me down.” 

“Well, so what? It is done now 
anyway. You are getting morbid. 
We ought to get away from things 
for a while. There’s nothing we 
can do about it now anyway.” 


“T am not so sure about that. 
I’ve been thinking—well, anyway, I 
know I should feel a lot better about 
it if I could face the world the way 
we did when we started out back in 
Caggiani. Even when we left 
there, at least nobody had reason to 
curse me for a scoundrel.” 


“Oh, hush up! You are taking 
things too seriously.” 


“Wish I- could think so. But 
honestly, it is getting so that I wish 
you and I and the children were 
poor again rather than have every- 
thing about us shout Thief!” 


“Luchesio!”’ 
The First Step 


HEADED FOR TRAGEDY? ANOTHER 
broken home? We shall see later 
on. 


For this time let it suffice to say 
that people in those days held fast 
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to some things, certain holy facts 
and principles. 


One thing they believed in more 
than we as a generation do, was 
that God is the author and lawgiver 
and judge of all human affairs and 
institutions. Not only matters 


within a man’s soul and conscience. — 


Nor only in his personal private 
life. 
family life. 
His business. His public relations 
of whatever nature. All _ these 
things they believed, and rightly be- 
lieved, are subject to the power and 
the judgment of God, and therefore 
must be brought in conformity with 
the will of God. 


The people of that day might at 
times overstep God’s will. Might 
even lose sight of God’s rights. 
But they never for a moment would 
have questioned God’s right and 
will in all human relations. 


In other words, to their mind cer- 
tain things were plain-down sin, and 
mortal sin. And where anything 
was mortal sin, there was simply 
nothing for it but to reject it, repent 
of it, correct it, get rid of it—that, 
or you were foul of the pleasure of 
God, and no standing in church or 
society could change that hard fact. 


We, I say, as a generation have 
talked ourselves out of that position. 
We think God belongs only in 
church, not in business and public 
affairs, nor even in family life. 


not rather bound by her very exis- 
tence to insist on them as God’s will. 


God is to stay in our conscience. 
Yet, what is conscience? 
our better informed self as to what 
is the will and pleasure of God? 
And that will and pleasure holds for 


But also in his home and 


His social contacts. — 


What but | 


We, 
resent it if the Church insists on | 
certain things—as if the Church had | 
any right to change them and were | 


| 
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tall our human relations, public as 
well as private. 

The first step to all decency and 
{all good order therefore, is to let our 
conscience, our faith, our Church, 
tell us what is right and wrong; and 
(not our feelings, our fancies, or 
|} public opinion, or the vogue of the 
day, or some scatter-brained novel- 
ist or philosopher or theorist of 
whatever stripe. 


) Victims 

Of Our Own Perversity 

_ WE NEED TO GROW SIN-CONSCIOUS 
again. Conscious that certain 
things are sin. Conscious that, 
being sin, they separate us from 
6God. That separating us from God, 
‘they give us no right to Holy Com- 
}munion, but make that holy action 
4 a sacrilege, a further insult to God. 
That living in that condition puts 
tus under the displeasure of God, 
} regardless of what anybody on earth 
+ thinks of us and what we do. 


+ That condition only penance can 
remedy. And not penance in the 
+ sense of mortifications and alms and 
tdevotions. But penance in the 
sense of penitence, repentance, re- 
jection of our sinful action or con- 
| duct, and the stern determination to 
quit it and repair it. 
' Until we are minded to meet God’s 
_ will with such sentiments, confes- 
sion is a sham, communion is a 
;mockery, novenas and alms and 
‘mortifications are at best pleas for 
.God’s mercy but not merits for 
eternity, and good standing in 
church or society is hollow brass and 
_self-delusion. 


Game? The game of business. 
The game of politics. The game of 
law. The game of married life. 
The game of society. The game of 
success. The game of war. 

But even games have their rules. 
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And he who wins by indirection, is 
a cheat, a rat. 

But those things are not games. 
They are the serious business of 
God-given life, under the eyes of 
God, and with God’s children, our 
fellow men, as the pawns. 


It is because we have taken them 
as a game, and a lawless game, that 
they have become so serious as to 
have mankind on the brink of catas- 
trophe. 

Profaning the Sacred 

AND WHILE WE ARE TAKING 
things seriously, let us make a 
thorough job of it. 

It took a curse to jar Luchesio 
loose from his real if smiling and 
thoughtless villainy. A curse meant 
something to him, because God 
meant something to him. 

Neither God nor curse mean any- 
thing to a lot of people today. And 
not the last and least reason for 
that is because the terms mean 
nothing to so many of us any more. 
God, Christ, Heaven, Hell, Devil, 
Damn—they are only bywords, de- 
void of any meaning, thrown in any- 
where, to do duty where we are too 
thoughtless or too lazy or too ignor- 
ant to seek a suitable expression. 


What wonder that the eternal 
verities, and the judgment of God, 
for which the terms stand, mean 
nothing to us anymore? Just 
funny words. Fun words. Game 
words. 

The primary aim of the Third 
Order of St. Francis is to reinstate 
God, to put him up where he be- 
longs, in high respect and active in- 
fluence in all the affairs of man. It 
is called the Order of Penance, be- 
cause it demands this conversion to 
God. 

And one of the means—and no 
trivial means—enjoined by the rule 
to secure that respect for God and 
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things Divine is a daily examination 
of conscience on profane speech. 

Names and terms as well as things 
are profaned (from pro, meaning 
outside of—and fanum, the temple) 
when they are employed apart from 
the sacred setting or usage proper 
to them. The harm in doing that, 
however, lies in this that one tri- 
vializes them, voids them of their 
meaning, turns what is serious into 
the petty and frivolous. 
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The practice is all of a piece with 
the attitude which robs sin itself of 
the terribly serious character it has 
in the eyes of God. 


Stop it yourself. Wherever you 
can, discourage it. ‘Treating these 
terms seriously is a good step to- 
ward taking human fortune, human 
happiness, human life and all its — 
affairs seriously—as affairs of God! 


To be continued 


THE FIELD OF PEACE 


ANALYZING THE ENCYCLICAL 
SACRA PROPEDIEM 


BY FR. MARION HABIG 
O.F.M. (5) 


Second Half 


27. WAS IT THE AIM OF ST. FRAN- 
CIS to establish peace merely in the 
lives of some individuals, or also in 
human society as a whole? 


“Burning with a seraphic love of 
God and man, Francis could not 
contain his charity within his 
bosom; he must pour it forth on 
everybody within reach. Hence, 
though he began by reforming the 
private and domestic life of the 
members (of the Third Order) and 
adorning it with Christian virtues, 
as if he intended nothing else, still 
he had no mind to content himself 
with that. He employed the re- 
formation of individuals as a means 
to arouse in the hearts of the people 
a love of Christian wisdom and to 
win all unto Jesus Christ.” 


28. Can the Third Order effective- 
ly promote peace in modern Society ? 


The influence of Tertiaries “in 
restoring harmony of sentiments 
will be something wonderful, once 
their number and their enterprise 
have generally increased.” That is 
why Benedict XV wished the Third 
Order to be established in every 


town and village and hamlet. 

29. Will the example of Terti- 
aries exercise any influence on their 
neighbors, Catholics and non-Catho- 
lics? 

“Since, as we have pointed out, 
the order has the special object of 
disciplining its members, though 
occupied with worldly cares, in 
Christian perfection—for sanctity 
is not incompatible with any walk 
of life—it follows of necessity that, 
where a number of people live in 
keeping with the rule, they will be a 
powerful incentive to all their neigh- 
bors, not only to comply with every 
detail of duty, but to aspire to a 
more perfect aim in life than the 
general law requires.” 

30. But does not the influence of 
Tertiaries seem to be slight in our 
big cities, where modern paganism 
seems to prevail? 

It would be otherwise if the ma- 
jority of Catholics in these big cities 
were active Tertiaries. In San 
Francisco, for instance, Catholics 
constitute 37.8 per cent of the popu- 
lation; in St. Louis 42.9; in Chica- 
go 40.8; in Cleveland 37.0; in Buf- 


s Jersey City 52.2; 
@ 56.7; 
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falo 52.0; in New York 22.3; in 
in Providence 
in Boston 74.3. (Cf. The 
Priest, Jan. 1945, pp. 10-11.) 


381. Should Tertiaries, as Terti- 


aries, also actively seek to establish 
4 peace among their fellow men? 


Yes, the rule says so expressly: 
“Let them earnestly maintain the 


) spirit of charity among themselves 


and toward others. Let them strive 


to heal discord wherever they can” 


(2, 9); and Benedict XV _ wishes 
Tertiaries to be heralds and mes- 


* sengers of peace, not only by purity 


of faith and innocence of life, but 
also by cheerful zeal. In fact, he 
writes: “So shall our Franciscan 
Tertiaries...diffuse far and wide 


' the good odor of Christ, and be to 
the brethren who have gone astray 
* both a reminder and an invitation 
+ to come to a sense of their duties. 
| This the Church asks, this she ex- 


pects of them.” 
82. Is it not true, that Tertiaries 


‘should devote themselves solely to 


the task of self-sanctification? 
On the contrary, the Holy Father 


§ takes it for granted that they will 
i practice the corporal works 


of 
mercy while he urges them to prac- 
tice also the spiritual works of 
mercy, among which is that of 
establishing peace: “If the members 
of the order have organized various 
methods of benevolence to help the 
needy in their manifold wants, they 
will, like real brothers, surely not 


_ be guilty of withholding the offices 
- of their charity from those who are 


in need of far greater than earthly 
things.” 
33. Does the Tertiaries’ aposto- 


late of peace extend also to civic 


and world peace? 


Benedict XV expects Tertiaries 
to be heralds of peace, not only in 
private and domestic life, but also 
in regard to the twofold conflict 
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from which the modern world is 
suffering so much—international 
wars, and the class struggle. 


34. What does Benedict XV say 
of the relation of the Third Order 
to international peace? 

“This plan of Francis, to have his 
Tertiaries act as heralds and mes- 
sengers of peace amid the far-spread 
hostilities and civil upheavals of his 
age, we also entertained when re- 
cently almost all the world was 
aflame with a horror-laden war; 
and we entertain it still, for the con- 
flagration is not totally extin- 
guished, rather, its embers are reek- 
ing everywhere and in some places 
even flaring.” The pontiff wrote 
those words in 1921, three years 
after the end of the first World 
War. For a clear statement of 
Catholic principles in regard to war 
and peace, see Austin J. App’s arti- 
cle American War Policies and 
Catholic Traditions, in the Catholic 
World, Oct. 1944. 


35. What does the Holy Father 
say of Tertiaries and the class 
struggle? 


To the above statement concern- 
ing international war, he adds: 
“Coupled with this mischief is an 
ailment in the vitals of our govern- 
ment—brought on by long-standing 
oblivion and contempt of Christian 
principles—namely, class struggling 
so bitterly with class over the dis- 
tribution of wealth that the world 
is threatened with ruin.” 


36. What kind of peace does the 
world need? 


“Mankind needs not the sort of 
peace that is built up on the labori- 
ous deliberations of worldly pru- 
dence, but that peace which was 
brought to us by Christ when he de- 
clared, My peace I give unto you; 
not as the world gives, do I give 
unto you.” 


37. Why do man-made treaties 
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fail to establish permanent peace? 


“A man-made treaty, whether of 
states or of classes among them- 
selves, can neither endure nor have 
at all the value of real peace, unless 
it rests upon a peaceful disposition ; 
but the latter can exist only where 
duty as it were puts the bridle on 
the passions, for it is they that give 
rise to discord of whatever kind.” 


38. How, then, can Tertiaries 
work for international and social 
peace? 

By endeavoring to eradicate the 
roots or causes of wars and con- 
flicts, namely unbridled passions. 
“From whence, asks the apostle, are 
wars and contentions among you? 
Are they not hence from your con- 
cupiscences, which war in your 
members? Now, it is Christ who 
avails to harmonize all that is in 
man, making him, not serve, but 
command his desires, obedient and 
submissive always to the will of 
God; and this harmony is the foun- 
dation of all peace.” Very simple 
and fundamental, and yet this alone 
can solve our peace problems. 


39. Which are the principal ways 
in which unbridled passions mani- 
fest themselves? 

“There are two evils which pre- 
dominate in the great moral  sub- 
version of today: a boundless craze 
for possession, and an _ insatiable 
thirst for pleasure.” 


40. Can it be said that these two 
evils are characteristic of modern 
civilization? 


“It is these vices especially that 
attach to our age the shame and 
blame that, while making steady 
progress in all that pertains to the 
convenience and comfort of life, in 
a more important matter—the duty 
of good and righteous living—it 
seems to be miserably back-sliding 
to the infamies of pagan antiquity.” 


41. How do these evils of modern 
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Society pave the way for hatred and 
conflict? 


“The more clouded becomes man’s 
vision of the eternal blessings laid 
up in Heaven, the more do the 
transitory goods of earth entice and 
enslave: him. Once, however, the 
mind has turned earthward, it is 
liable to become gradually weak and 
dull, and loathing things spiritual, 
ultimately to lose the taste for any- 
thing but the delights of passion.” 


42. In particular, how do these 
evils cause a struggle between the 
classes of Society? 


“We find that there is on the one 
hand no limit to the quest and the 
enlargement of fortunes, and on the 
other a lack of olden patience with 
the annoyances which usually go 
hand in hand with want and 
poverty. And to the strife already 
existing, as we have said, between 
the proletariat and the wealthy, 
there comes on the part of so many 
the lavish care of the body, joined 
with absolute base license, to render 
more keen the enviousness of the 
poorer classes.” 


43. Does the Holy Father call at- 
tention to any special forms in 
which insatiable thirst for pleasure 
shows itself? 


Yes, two especially, namely, in- 
sane fashions and barbarous forms 
of dancing. 


44, What does he say of insane 
fashions? 


“We cannot deplore enough the 
blindness of so many women of 
every age and rank who, seized with 
a mad desire to please, do not 
realize how greatly their insane 
fashions not only displease every 
decent person, but offend God as 
well.” 


45. Is this evil found also among 
Catholic women? 


“Not content with appearing 


. 
| Francis? 


J 


¢ world.” 


a May 1945 


§ publicly in such apparel, from which 


most of them once would have 


{shrunk in horror as being too repug- 


nant to Christian decency, they are 
not abashed to enter church in it 
and to attend Divine services; yes, 
they bear with them to the very 


} Eucharistic table, where the Divine 


author of purity is received, the 
trappings of shameful passions.” 


46. What does the Holy Father 
say of certain modern dances? 


“We refrain from mentioning the 
forms of dancing, one worse than 
the other, recently fetched in from 
barbarism, to be the fashion with 
cultured people, than which nothing 


i could be more apt to banish all 
+ modesty.” 


47. How can Tertiaries counter- 


i act these modern evils? 


It is the calling of Tertiaries to 


fight against these modern evils in 
Society by faithfully observing their 
‘rule, by practicing the opposite vir- 
} tues, and by “keeping as far as 


possible from the spirit of the 
They should seek rather 
“to introduce, wherever they can 
effect an entrance, the spirit of 


| Jesus Christ into everyday affairs.” 


48. What does the present age 
expect of Tertiaries as followers of 


“Tt is for them to study the life 


' of their father; to consider his close 


} 


and marked resemblance to Jesus 


) Christ, especially in the way he fled 


} 


{ 


the comforts of the world and under- 
took suffering, meriting for himself 


} the name of the Poverello and re- 
| ceiving in his body the wounds of 
| the Crucified.” 


Toward the end of the encyclical, 
Benedict XV supplements these 
words as follows: “The words of 
Saint Paul, Be ye followers of me 
as I also am of Christ, we may just- 
ly apply to Francis, who by follow- 
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ing Christ has become his most per- 
fect image and likeness.” Cf. Isi- 
dore O’Brien O. F. M., Mirror of 
Christ: Francis of Assisi (St. An- 
thony Guild Press). 


49. What virtues in particular 
should Tertiaries practice to coun- 
teract the two root evils of our day 
—that craze for possession and that 
insatiable thirst for pleasure? 

Tertiaries are expected “to show 
that they have not degenerated from 
(St. Francis’) ideal, by embracing 
poverty at least of the spirit, by 
mortifying themselves, and by 
carrying their cross.” 


50. What is the special exhorta- 
tion of the Holy Father to the sisters 
of the Third Order Secular in re- 
gard to fashions? 


“It is the special duty of our Ter- 
tiary sisters to be in their apparel 
and their whole manner of life an 
object lesson of holy modesty to 
other maids and matrons. Let 
them be assured they can render no 
better service to Church or State 
than by paving the way for the re- 
formation of corrupt morals.” 


51. What words of St. Peter are 
applied to the Tertiaries’ apostolate 
of peace? 


“Here we are put in mind of the 
words of Saint Peter, calling the 
Christians to be an example to the 
heathens by a holy life, that they 
may take occasion of the good works 
which they shall behold in you, to 
glorify God in the day of visitation.” 


52. Is an English translation of 
Sacra Propediem available? 


A booklet of 68 pages containing 
an English version of Sacra Prope- 
diem and other Papal pronounce- 
ments on the Third Order can be 
obtained from the Office of the 
National Secretary, 3200 Meramec 
Street, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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PEACE THE WORLD CANNOT GIVE 


DIVINE CHARITY 
THE BOND OF P&ACE 


THOUGHTS FOR 
TERTIARY PEACE YEAR 


Fifth Conference on the Tertiary’s Vocation as Peacemaker. 


THE TERTIARY MUST BE AWAKE 
to the duty of promoting peace in 
the world. Beginning with himself, 
fully complying with the pleasure of 
God in his own life—that is the in- 
dispensable basis of peace. 

But putting his own house in 
order, he may not forget that the 
Popes as well as his rule, yes the 
very spirit of the holy Faith make 
him chargeable to promote peace 
about him. The Tertiary, like St. 
Francis, may not live for his own 
interests alone: he must be keenly 
alive to what he can do to promote 
the welfare of others, especially to 
promote peace. 


1. Charity Divine 

Pope Benedict XV in Sacra Pro- 
pediem had no illusions as to how 
peace must be promoted among men. 
He did not fail to see where lay the 
strength of St. Francis in his en- 
deavor and success at pacifying the 
world about him. 


1. Pope Benedict pointed out that 
Francis above all things wished his 
Tertiaries to be distinguished for 
brotherly love. That was to be a 
special characteristic of his follow- 
ers, because it was in a very parti- 
cular way the special precept of 
Jesus Christ. Francis saw this 
spirit of brotherly love made up of 
such principles and motives that it 
was bound to be solicitous of peace 
and harmony. 


Right here let it be pointed out 
that there is a difference between 
one and another concept of brother- 
ly love. There is a great deal of 
talk about brotherly love in irre- 
sponsible quarters, where it can 
mean nothing but an example of 
that vague and shallow religious 


idealism that some people identify 
with St. Francis and Franciscanism 
—an idealism that is neither Fran- 
ciscan nor holy, but very earthly, 
shallow and sentimental. 


Indeed, what inspiration and mo- | 
tivation is there in a brotherhood 
idea that sees man and animal, and 
all nature for that matter, as 
spawned by the same blind forces, 
the casual eventual product of adap- 
tation, survival of the fittest, the 
struggle for existence and suchlike 
cant? If anything, a concept of 
human nature no loftier and nobler 
than that, is the best justification 
for the jungle life we see about us, 
in international wars, in class strife, 
in unrestrained competitive busi- 
ness and industry, in the progressive 
breaking up of homes. 


If peace is to spring from brother- 
ly love, that love must have a more 
solid ground and sanction than 
materialistic evolution. Yes and a 
more solid ground too than East 
Indian dreamery of our oneness 
with the all, whatever that oneness 
and that all may be. If brotherly 
love does not rest on facts and veri- 
ties that we can grasp and to which 
we can by studied effort conform 
our conduct, it will remain forever 
a vaporous delusion. 


2. The Christian’s concept of | 
brotherly love goes deeper than — 
that. It rests first of all on the 
natural premise that all human > 
beings alike come forth from the | 
creating hand of a common father, 
who is God, the almighty and eter- | 
nal lord and judge of Heaven and 
earth. And within the limits of 
God’s natural dispensation, each — 
human being is equal to his fellow 
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man, and free to pursue his happi- 
ness as he sees fit under God’s 
pleasure. Authority itself, while 
being part of God’s natural dispen- 
jsation, must respect this fact and 
thelp it be realized to the fullest de- 
gree compatible with the common 
elfare. 


Even by God’s will in nature, 
‘therefore, both individuals and 
governments must work together, 
ot for their personal advantage 
nd glory so much as for that mutu- 
jal goodwill and helpfulness that is 
roper to loving children of a loving 
ifather, in whose power it is, as jus- 
ice demands, to punish as well as 
eward. 


3. The Christian’s concept of 
ebrotherly love, however, goes still 
arther. St. Francis not only saw 
en of whatever race, nation and 
color revealed by God as coming 
‘from the same hand of God through 
the same first parents, but he saw 
them all alike called to share in a 
yen real way in the life of God 
‘through sanctifying grace; saw 
‘them all alike redeemed for this 
grace and life through the lifeblood 
of the Godman Redeemer; saw them 
jraised to brotherhood with the God- 
jman in the Incarnation, in which he 
‘took our nature in order to entitle 
us to share the Divine nature; saw 
‘them fed all alike with the body and 
‘blood of the Godman; saw the God- 
iman as the head and them all as the 
‘members of one mystical body, 
‘mothered by the same _ blessed 
‘mother Mary as it is fathered by the 
‘same eternal Father in Baptism; 
'saw the entire human race, all alike, 
‘called to live together and cooperate 
together in the one Church of God, 
as they hoped to triumph together 
in the same blessed Heaven beyond. 


| 2. True Realism 
1. With these principles to guide 
him, Francis took that hard road of 
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drastic realism in Christian conduct 
which St. John sums up in the 
words: If anybody says he loves 
God while he hates his own brother, 
that man is a liar; for if he hates 
his brother whom he sees so plainly 
to be one with God in Divine grace, 
how can he love God from whom 
that grace comes to all alike? (1 Jn. 
420) 


Those drastic words of St. John 
are just another way of saying our 
Lord’s words: What you have done 
for the least of my brethren, you 
have done for me; or that the com- 
mandment to love our neighbor is 
on a level with the commandment to 
love God. God in his great love for 
mankind has made himself one with 
us in so many ways that to strike 
at our fellow man is to strike at God. 


2. For this reason Francis could 
not see human society as consisting 
of outcasts and people of standing. 
The leper with rags and hideous 
countenance, the brigand with his 
hideous soul, were called as he was 
called to be God’s own by the grace 
of God. He took it as the begin- 
ning of his life in God, that he saw 
God in a leper. 


He could not comprehend such a 
thing as a division into classes. 
Here were people with these things 
to have and to show and to do, there 
were people with other things to 
have and to show and to do. Pre- 
late, prince, and rich man on one 
side, or layman, commoner, and 
poor man on the other: there was no 
more reason why they should an- 
tagonize each other than that any 
of us should rise against Christ, our 
elder brother, who is God’s son by 
nature, while we are God’s children 
by adoption. 


But inasmuch as the one and the 
other class or person was equally in 
the favor of God our common 
father and Mary our common 
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mother, there was much reason why 
each should respect, love, and co- 
operate with the other in order to 
help all toward a common happy life. 


For one nation or race wanting to 
lord it over the other by force of 
arms, even though it were Christian 
trying to beat down Mohammedan 
or if you will to convert him by 
force: for that Francis found no 
place at all in his view of life. A 
Christian did indeed have a duty to 
help his non-Christian fellow man 
see to what God was calling him. 
But the way to do that was not to 
kill and do violence to others, but to 
show them the beauty of a Christian 
life in God. 


38. You see, there is no room in 
the Christian view for contention, 
for strife, for superman attempts or 
even for condescending, of one per- 
son, or group, or people toward any 
other. Francis lived that out to the 
full. He tended the leper as ten- 
derly as his bodily brother. He took 
the side of the three hungry bri- 
gands though he had to chide for it 
his brother in religion Angelo. 


He saw neither reason for em- 
barrassment nor above all occasion 
for haughty insolence when he 
entered the presence of pope and 
bishop or prince; nor had he any 
uneasiness in dealing with the poor 
and the stranger. 


He was not shocked over sinners 
and unbelievers, he drew no narrow 
lines for his work and affections as 
between this nation and people or 
that. But seeing to what high 
things God was calling them as well 
as himself, he was almost literally 
on fire and carried away to bring 
them the inspiring light of the Faith 
and the ennobling power of Grace. 

Like our Lord, nothing did he 
pray for so hard, yes actually try to 
win for himself, as to lose his life 
that others might know the good 
things of God. 
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This is the brotherly love that 
characterized St. Francis. Not idle 
fancy and sentimentality; not crude 
identity with the blind and strugel- 
ing forces of nature. No, but the 
endeavor to lift all men along with 
himself to a material and spiritual 
condition worthy of the holy destiny 
God has in mind for all human 
beings—the holy destiny of being 
one with him in grace and growing 
up in the life of Divine grace. 


In that view of life there is no 
room for strife. There is room 
only for a Divine charity, solicitous 
of peace and harmonious endeavor 
toward the noblest objectives that 
could ever inspire mankind. 


It is too bad, indeed, that so few 
people among all the nations of the 
world are Christians, to understand 
this holy destiny set for us poor 
human beings. It is the pity and 
the shame of our age that we Chris- 
tians, and Catholics too, so rarely 
apply to our views and plans of life 
the high and holy standards of our 
faith. It is®true that here we have 
to do indeed with a peace, as our 
Lord says, that the world cannot 
give, for it does not even know of it, 
and does not rise to understand it 
where it does know of it. 


But it is also true that here we 
have to do witha peace which Christ 
can give, and can give through us, 
in a special way as children of St. 
Francis. Let us be conscious of 
this holy truth at our Divine Office 


and say those 12 Our Fathers with 


holy zeal for peace. The light and 
the grace of God are not bound | 
down to human means in such a way | 
that where these means fail God’s 

light and grace are impotent. On 
the contrary, it is there God often 
triumphs signally. Let prayer and 
charitable Christian Franciscan liv- 
ing go hand in hand, to give to ail- 
ing mankind that peace which as 
world cannot give. 


| 


LL THINGS 
‘TO AND FOR GOD 


| WE ALL KNOW THE GOSPEL AC- 
HCOUNT of the multiplication of the 
Sloaves and fishes. There were but 
‘five loaves and two fishes for over 
‘five thousand persons. Christ 
blessed these few loaves and fishes. 
And there was a multiplication, so 
§that twelve baskets of fragments 
fremained after the multitude had all 
) it could eat. 

After the manner of Christ the 
*Church blesses various foods. Her 
jritual contains numerous blessings 
for such foods as bread, eggs, cake, 
cheese, fruits. Various drinks as 
beer and wine also have a blessing. 


1. Easter Blessings 


1. Perhaps the most popular 
1 blessing for food occurs at Easter. 
The custom originated from the 
Paschal feast of the Jews, at which 
Christ instituted the Holy Euchar- 
ist the evening his suffering began. 


The Pasch was the most impor- 
tant festival of the Jewish year. 
It was celebrated on the fourteenth 
of Nisan, the month of the Jewish 
_ year, corresponding to our March or 
, April. The feast commemorated 
the delivery of the Israelites from 
Egypt, where they had been held 
. captives for seventy years. 


A male lamb free from blemish 
and one year old, was obtained by 
each family; if a family was too 
small two families would unite for 
the feast and have one lamb. As 
the head of the household killed the 
lamb, a bundle of hyssop was dipped 
into the flowing blood. This blood 
was streaked on doorposts and lintel 
of the house. In this way memory 
was kept of the incident in Egypt 
when the avenging angel spared the 
first-born of the Israelites because 
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BLESS THESE THY GIFTS--- 


BY FR. PHILIP MARQUARD 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Seventeenth of a Series on the Sacramentals 


of the blood of the lamb on their 
doorposts. 

Great care was taken to break no 
bone of the lamb, and not to cut it 
in pieces. It had to be roasted 
whole. For the lamb represented 
the sacrifice of Christ, the real 
Paschal lamb, not one of whose 
bones was broken. 

The lamb was eaten by the Jews 
with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. Unleavened bread was used, 
because while in flight from Egypt 
the Jews had no time to leaven the 
bread. Through the design of God 
this historical fact symbolized a 
higher thought. It reminded the 
Jews to preserve themselves from 
sin, leaven being a type of original 
sin. 

St. Paul told the Corinthians: ‘Do 
you not know that a little leaven 
ferments the whole lump? Purge 
out the old leaven, that you may be 
a new dough, as you really are with- 
out leaven. For Christ, our Pass- 
over, has been sacrificed. Therefore 
let us keep festival, not with the old 
leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness, but with the un- 
leavened bread of sincerity and 
truth” (Cor. 5, 7). 

The herbs were wild lettuce. 
Eating this with the lamb and the 
unleavened bread, everyone had to 
have his loins girt, shoes on his feet, 
and staff in hand, to indicate the 
flight from Egypt. 

Later, when peace prevailed in 
Palestine, the household feasts were 
no longer observed, but all adult 
males were required to go to the 
Temple. There the feast was kept, 
and the blood sprinkled on the altar 
and the fat was burnt. 

But it is from the household feast 
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that we derive our blessings and 
trace the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist. Four cups of wine were 
brought in. The head of the house- 
hold blessed the first cup, and all 
drank. After the householder 
washed his hands, roasted lamb, un- 
leavened bread, bitter herbs, and a 
dish of vinegar or salt water were 
brought in. A short prayer was 
said over the bitter herbs, and all 
partook of them. 


A second cup of wine was poured, 
mixed with water, and blessed. At 
this point one of the sons inquired 
as to the reasons for the ceremony. 
His father explained fully. A 
psalm was then said or sung, and 
the second cup of wine was drunk. 


The unleavened bread was blessed 
and distributed. Afterwards the 
third cup of wine, the “‘cup of bless- 
ing’, was given to all. A blessing 
was pronounced over the food, and 
the main meal was eaten. When all 
had finished, the fourth cup of wine 
was passed and various appropriate 
psalms were sung. If the family so 
desired, a fifth cup could be added 
with the singing of other psalms. 


Everything seems to indicate that 
Christ instituted the Holy Eucha- 
rist after the fourth cup of wine. 
Hence he made the optional fifth 
cup the chalice of his blood: St. 
Paul called it the “cup of blessing”’’ 
(1 Cor. 10, 16). 


2. The present Easter blessings 
of the Ritual point to this Paschal 
feast of the Jews. They ask for 
health of soul and body for those 
who eat the food. 


In the blessing of the lamb the 
following thoughts are brought out: 
“O God, who didst command thy 
people Israel. . . to kill a lamb as a 
type of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to sprinkle its blood on the door- 
posts of their homes, vouchsafe to 
bless and sanctify through the re- 
surrection of the same Lord Jesus 


THE FORUM | 


Christ this meal, which we desire to | 


eat for thy honor.” 


Another blessing, of meat, at 
Easter asks that ‘all who eat there- 
of. . . may always rejoice in cor- 
poral and spiritual well-being.” 

Particular regard is given to the 
blessing of eggs at Easter time. At 
one time eggs were forbidden dur- 
ing Lent. Hence the joy when they 
were brought to the table on Easter 


day. They were colored to symbo- | 


lize Easter joy. 

The custom of using eggs in 
spring may be of pagan origin. 
Many pagan customs celebrating 
the arrival of spring, centered 
around Easter. The egg is a symbol 
of the germinating life of a new 


spring. People tell their children ~ 


that the Easter rabbit lays the eggs. 
The rabbit is definitely a pagan em- 


blem. It has always stood for fer- 
tility. 
Christianity gave a Christian 


turn to the use of eggs at Easter. 
The eggs are a type of the Resurrec- 
tion. As the young chick breaks 
from its shell, as Christ rose from 
the tomb, so shall we all rise again 
from the earth. 

The Ritual blessing of the Easter 
eggs begs: “O Lord, bless these 
eggs, that they may be salutary 
food to thy faithful eating them in 
thanksgiving for the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


In the blessing of the Easter 
bread Christ is called the “bread of 
angels and the bread of eternal life’, 
and he is asked to bless “this bread 
as he blessed the five loaves in the 
desert, that all eating it may obtain 
health of soul and body.” 


We can see how profitable are 
these blessings to our spiritual and 
temporal life. The Church is always 
solicitous about her children, seek- 
ing for them the best for body and 
soul. It should prompt us to use 
well these Easter blessings. 


2. Other Blessings 


') There are other blessings of food 
(in the course of the year besides the 
eneral blessings for any time. 


1. On the feast of St. John the 
vangelist, December 27, there is a 
Ypecial blessing of wine. This is 
from the incident when St. John 
rough the goodness of God was 
ot affected by the poison he once 
mwittingly drank. There are two 
eparate blessings in memory and in 
honor of St. John. 


One asks God to bless and conse- 
rate the wine and grant through 
he intercession of St. John that all 


harm of poison and other evils. 
holy name of God is invoked to 
nake the wine healthful to soul and 
body for all who partake of it. 


The other blessing recalls Christ’s 
virth of the Virgin Mary and his 
2oncern for the lost sheep. It calls 
bo mind how the man going down to 
Jericho fell among robbers, and had 
ais wounds healed by pouring in 
wine and oil. God is asked to bless 
the wine that anyone drinking it on 
the feast of St. John may obtain 
health of soul and body. 
- Another prayer in this second 
blessing refers to Christ’s words 
calling himself the vine and his 
apostles the branches, and how he 
wished to plant a chosen vineyard of 
all who loved him. Christ is en- 
treated to bless the wine in honor of 
St. John and give it the power to 
keep those drinking it from all evil. 
2. In the Franciscan order we 
have two special blessings of bread, 
on the feasts of St. Anthony and St. 
Clare. 
The origin of St. Anthony’s Bread 


147 


is rather recent. It started in 
Toulon, France. Louise Bouffier, a 
good young woman, found herself 
locked out of her store one March 
morning in 1890. Even with the 
help of a locksmith she could not get 
in. Finally she promised St. An- 
thony that she would distribute a 
certain number of loaves to the poor 
in his honor if he would open the 
door. Immediately it opened with 
the first key. 


Louise Bouffier kept her promise 
and interested others in giving 
bread to the poor. The idea took 
hold and in four years more than 
one hundred thousand francs for 
the poor were received at the Toulon 
shrine. Alms now offered as St. 
Anthony’s Bread are commonly 
used for the education of poor stu- 
dents for the priesthood. 


On St. Anthony’s feast little 
loaves of bread are blessed and 
given to the people. They are sac- 
ramentals used in time of sickness 
to help obtain the right dispositions 
for recovery through St. Anthony. 


St. Clare’s Bread is blessed in the 
same way and for the same purpose. 


These various blessings of the 
Church on foods should remind you 
of the great importance attached to 
your grace before and after meals. 
It is a lay blessing, a blessing given 
to the laity to perform. It is the 
only one the Church entrusts to the 
laity outside of a father’s or mo- 
ther’s blessing. Through the power 
of the Church this blessing at your 
meals has great efficacy to preserve 
you from harmful foods and especi- 
ally to guarantee against hunger in 
the future. 

Your Third Order rule gives you 
the added obligation of using this 
blessing before and after meals. The 
faithful use of it indicates you have 
captured the spirit of St. Francis, 
who looked upon all things as as 
of God. 
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AVARICE DESTROYS PEACE 


A fifth article suggesting Peace patrons 0 art months, by Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. 
Cap. (10). 


MINDFUL OF THE ADMONITION 
(Eccles. 1, 8), ‘The eye is not filled 
with seeing, neither is the ear filled 
with hearing”, Bl. Petronilla (feast 
May 14) decided to forego the bril- 
liant prospects which wealth and 
descent offered her. She found 
peace and happiness among the Poor 
Clares. 

Cares multiply with the accumu- 
lation of wealth. Ask the rich whe- 
ther they enjoy much peace of 
heart. If not too blinded by ava- 
rice, they will admit the truth of 
Christ’s warning: “With what diffi- 
culty will they who have riches 


body, and grasping as it were in| 
their hands the very soul of produc- 
tion, so that one dare not breathe } 
against their will.” 

These are terrible words, and only | 
too true. In this concentration of | 
power Pope Pius XI saw the charac- 
teristic note of the modern economic 
order. He described its origin as _ 
the natural result of limitless free : 
competition, permitting the survival | 
of the strongest, and these not. 
necessarily the fittest but often only » 
the most relentless and savage, who 
pay least heed to the dictates of © 
conscience. He did not of course 


enter the kingdom of God” (Mark 
10°23) 

Anyone familiar with the back- 
ground of World War I will admit 
that the principal contributing fac- 
tors were commercial. Germany’s 
enormous power was not to the 
liking of jealous rivals. Neither 
could these rivals be expected to like 
Germany’s arrogant “Deutschland 
ueber alles”. Avarice and resent- 
ment fanned the smoldering fires 
into devastating war. 

Unhappily, the fever of avarice 
did not subside thereafter. The 
blood shed did not quench the desire 
for economic control. In his im- 
mortal classic, Forty Years After, 
Pope Pius XI expressed it perfectly: 
“It is patent that in our day not 
alone is wealth accumulated, but 
immense power and despotic eco- 
nomic domination are concentrated 
in the hands of 1a few, and these few 

. . administer them at their good 
pleasure.” 

“This power becomes particularly 
irresistible,” continues Pius XI, 
“when exercised by those who, be- 
cause they hold and control money, 
are able to govern credit and its 
allotments, in that way supplying 
the lifeblood to the entire economic 


mean to place all men of wealth un- 
der this indictment. 


With free competition aflame, 
there arises a threefold struggle for 
domination: “First, there is the 
struggle for dictatorship in the eco- 
nomic sphere itself; then, the fierce 
battle to acquire control of the 
State, so that its resources and au- 
thority may be abused in the econo- 
mic struggle; finally comes the clash 
between the states themselves.” 

Thus the pope delineated the tre- 
mendous picture of money influence 
and its consequences in the world 
today. There we find the roots of 
World Wars I and II. 


No wonder St. Francis would have 
nothing to do with money, enjoining 
even on his Tertiary followers at 
least to embrace the spirit of pover- 
ty, and if blessed with the goods of 
this world, to seek their salvation in 
generosity towards the poor. 

How timely the three-point pro- 
gram of popular economics adopted 
at the national Third Order conven- 
tion of Louisville: 1. To commit no 
sin in heart or hand for the sake of 
goods of fortune. 2. To observe 
moderation in acquiring and enjoy- 
ing goods of fortune. 3. To admin- 


‘ster all goods of fortune in a way 


4 IN THE FIELD OF CATHOLIC 
‘Action an important virtue is forti- 
jude. A person may have many an 
#xcellent quality for work in Catho- 
Nic Action, but should he lack forti- 
Jude, his knees will give under him 
{t one time or another. 

Fortitude is a moral virtue which 
moderates the passions and gives 
fourage to overcome or endure evil 
m the pursuit of what is good. Ina 
Word, it is strength. It enables 
‘ne to face undismayed the dangers 
the way of the performance of 
Yne’s duty towards God and one’s 
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| In Catholic Action sometimes the 
®dds are heavy against you. You 
like David facing Goliath. 


David or not, depends on the degree 
»f fortitude you possess. 
} An example in point is Margaret 
ekeux, the young Belgian Tertiary. 
She devoted practically all her spare 
ime to helping her pastor win the 
i“lemish people back to the practice 
>of their religious duties. Many a 
sime she was at the breaking point. 
Nork as she would, others found 
fault and put obstacles in the way. 
She knew that no saint was ever a 
coward. It was Judas who de- 
spaired, not Christ. It was the 
Roman jailors who wept, not St. 
Secilia. It was St. Thomas More 
who ascended the scaffold laughing 
and joking, not his executioner. 
- With this in mind she prayed for 
she virtue of fortitude. After a 
struggle God gave it to her, and she 
spent the rest of her life carrying on 
in apostolate that was astounding. 
Suetonius, a Latin historian, tells 
»f a Roman soldier hailed into court 
‘for some violation. He went to 
Jaesar and asked him to appear 
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good no less than personal advan- 
@ 


what they will serve the common tage. 


WHENCE FORTITUDE? 
4) A page on the virtues of a Catholic Actionist, by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5). 


with him in his defense. Caesar 
said he would send someone in his 
place. At that moment the impa- 
tient soldier tore open his shirt and 
cried: “Look at the scars on my 
chest: I did not send someone else 
when it was a case of defending 
you.” ; 

Christ is constantly being hailed 
before the would-be judges of the 
world. He requests you to defend 
him. He asks you to profess him 
before the world, in the face of op- 
position. You cannot say that you 
will send someone else, a priest or a 
nun. Christ will show you his 
wounds and say with the Roman 
soldier: Look at these scars; I did 
not send someone else when it was a 
case of defending you. 

To work for Christ in all circum- 
stances demands fortitude. Among 
your fellow employees, when the 
stories go the wrong way, when 
some Christian principle is violated, 
when the Holy Father is ridiculed, 
it is not easy to be a Catholic Ac- 
tionist, to be a David against so 
many. Without fortitude you will 
be lost. 


Did you ever realize that living up 
to your Third Order rule can help 
you build up the virtue of fortitude? 
It makes constant demands on you, 
little challenges like: How about 
your scapular, cord? What about 
your meal prayers, your Office? 


All these little tantalizers help 
sharpen your spiritual wits. They 
call for constant attention. This 
action builds up virtue, and particu- 
larly the virtue of fortitude. In 
this way the Third Order lends it- 
self to forming Catholic Actionists 
besides cultivating all the other 
virtues, ® 
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STUDY CLUB HINTS | 
This page is offered by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5). 


THE ST. ANTHONY FRATERNITY IN 
St. Louis operates a rather unique 
study club. It has been in existence 
for some ten years, hence, has 
proved its value both as to its work- 
ableness and its benefit to those par- 
ticipating. 


There are three distinct seasons 
in which the study club meets, a 
spring, a fall, and a winter season. 
The number of meetings in each 
season depends on the logical break- 
down of the subject to be studied. 
The meetings usually run from 
eight to ten. Meetings are held ev- 
ery Tuesday evening of the season 
and are always prefaced with St. 
Anthony devotions. 


Little attractive blurbs are print- 
ed a month or so in advance of the 
season, to advertise the study club 
and is particular subject. A little 
registration form is attached for the 
convenience of the prospective 
member. A nominal registration 
fee of twenty-five cents is asked for 
each season. 


The blurb also carries the simple 
constitution of the study club. It 
is the following: 


Aims: The Study Club aims to 


improve the opportunity for adult - 


religious education by co-operative 
study, and to promote wholesome 
association. 


The scope of these pursuits is 
circumscribed by its name as well 
as by the distinctive quality of 
Franciscan education embodied in 
its motto, “In sanctitate et doctrina 
—in holiness and learning,” and in 
the psalm verse, “Teach me good- 
ness and discipline and wisdom” 
(Psetisy; 


Government: To maintain its 
character of a Franciscan study 


THE FORUM| 


club, the club is conducted under the : 
auspices of the Third Order of St. 
Francis, officered by its professed 
members and subject to its spiritual 
direction. 


Membership is open to any adult} 
Catholic properly recommended. 


Each member of the study club: 
receives a copy of the outline of the : 
study topic at every meeting. This: 
gives the members something tangi-. 
ble to cling to and keeps them wed : 
to their subject during the discus-. 
sion. It likewise gives them some-. 
thing clear and definite to take home: 
with them and mull over at leisure. 


The choice of the subject for each: 
following season is put up to the: 
membership. The spiritual direct-. 
or makes various suggestions, but 
the actual choice is left to the mem-: 
bers. 


Some of the topics covered have 
been the Angels, characters of the 
Old Testament, the Sermon on the 
Mount, the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
the Catholic priesthood, highlights 
of the life and letters of St. Paul, 
the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, 
sainted women, the sacraments. 


This type of study club demands 
a great deal of work on the part of 
the spiritual director. He must out- 
line and work out the entire subject 
to be discussed many weeks in ad- 
vance. But it is such work that 
really makes a study club a success. 


Some may say that this type of 
study club is outmoded. But plain- 
ly it still has its place, and perhaps 
even obtains better results than the 
practice of leaving lay people to 
themselves in discussing religious 
problems with the aid of a prepared 
text but without a spiritual direct- 
or. ® 


) ONLY A FOOLISH MAN WOULD 
uild a house on a weak foundation. 
“A wise man first puts down a solid 
foundation. On it he erects the 
Fest of the building. So is our su- 
idernatural life built up on our na- 
Sural life. If our natural life is well 
egulated, it is easier to build up our 
supernatural life. 


What do we mean when we speak 
»f our natural life? We mean our 
ibrdinary, daily life here on earth. 
We eat and drink, work and rest, 
ystudy and play, see and hear, feel 
find smell, talk and laugh, think 
mbout things, and go and do things. 
‘To do these things we have a body 
fand a soul, which work together like 
the chassis and the motor of a car. 
Dur body is the chassis, and our 
Soul the motor to furnish the power. 
Both are necessary, and must be in 
food running condition, the motor 
zannot do much if the parts are 
founk. 


Thus the soul does not perform 
Wwell in a body run down by immo- 
Werate drink. or gluttony, a body 
jworn out by immodesty, a body 
ziven a bad turn by other bad hab- 
‘ts. In these cases the soul has a 
faard time getting the whole man to 
un right. Hence the need of giv- 
ng our body sensible and holy care, 
ot only to preserve its health but 
above all to keep it under control. 


/ Some godless people want us to 
ioelieve that we descend from apes. 
If that is true, Jesus and Mary also 
descended from apes. Do you sup- 

se for a moment that God would 
have permitted the bodies of his 
Son Jesus Christ and of his mother 
Mary to have such an origin? With 
Jesus and Mary, we come from the 
hand of God as is told in Bible his- 
tory. 


| Since our body is a special gift of 
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RULING THE BODY 
The Spiritual Life for Cordists, fifth article. by Fr. Juyenal Emanuel O.F.M. (5). 


God, we owe it proper and holy care. 

We must observe the ordinary 
health rules. For instance, we do 
not grow strong bodies if we keep 
late hours, prowling about at night. 
The body needs rest and sleep. Even 
our Lord took needed rest. We read 
where he slept in the boat during a 
violent storm. 


Also, while taking good care of 
our body, we may not spoil it. Spare 
the rod and spoil the child, holds 
good also of our body. The body 
has no sense at all. The more we 
give in to it, the more it wants, even 
though it is hurtful. 


For example, the body craves 
pleasure. A certain amount of de- 
cent pleasure is good for the body. 
Candy is good, but too much will 
ruin your stomach; you have to 
draw the line. Recreation is good, 
but you must know when to stop 
and get down to work; otherwise 
you turn out to be just a roustabout, 
unable to force yourself to work, a 
nuisance to yourself and to others. 


The body does not like pain. When 
it aches, we whine and complain. A 
little girl was showing off by trying 
stunts on a bicycle. She took a 
spill on the concrete walk. There 
was not a whimper. She was too 
embarrassed to show signs of pain. 
We can suffer in silence if we want 
to. Had some one pushed her off 
the bicycle, what a howl there would 
have been—not on account of 
bruises but to get sympathy. Sym- 
pathy has never cured real aches of 
the body. People admire little 
heroes who put up with pain, as our 
Lord did. If we make a fuss over 
small ailments, we get so used to 
doing it that we grow up whining 
over even imaginary aches. Then 
we are a pest to ourselves and to ev- 
erybody else, 
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Have you seen hysterical people? 
They throw a fit over the least dis- 
turbance or disappointment. That 
often comes more from not having 
learned to control the feelings than 
from sickness. A wise father used 
to take his children out on the porch 
during an electrical storm. It got 
to a point where the children were 
no longer frightened, and they liked 
to watch the flashes of lightning 
and listen to the roar of thunder. 
Not one of that father’s twelve chil- 
dren grew up with jittery nerves. 


Drunkards are in a bad way. 
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They cannot control that craving 
for drink simply because they did 
not keep it down when they began 
drinking. They feel so ashamed 
when they sober up. But they go 
right back to drink. What a tyrant 
the body is, to make a pig of a hu- 
man being. 

Still worse is the nasty habit of 
immodesty. It is more harmful 
and harder to break. To think that 
any one could desecrate the body 
which is consecrated to God in Bap- 
tism and which is intended by God 
as his temple wherein he loves to 
dwell! a 


SAN FRANCISCO 


WHEN THIS ISSUE OF THE FORUM 
has appeared, they will be going 
into session in the Civic Auditorium 
of the City of St. Francis by the 
Golden Gate, ostensibly to discuss 
terms for banishing permanently 
the grim ogre of War. 


God and good St. Francis grant 
that they may do just that in spite 
of themselves. And may the Queen 
of Peace, to the door of whose 
month their deliberations will pre- 
sumably carry them, do her ap- 
pointed office as formal Champion 
of the Human Race against the 
wiles of the Evil One, securing for 
mankind, in spite of all machina- 
tions to the contrary, a holy, a just 
and charitable peace, to endure for 
the generations to come. 

That Civic Auditorium in the City 
of St. Francis has its memories for 
the Tertiaries of America. It was 
there we foregathered in August 
1931 for the third national congress 
of our order. 


Two speakers and their speeches 
were outstanding there among 
many that were outstanding. And 
both were pertinent to the matter 
before the conference now pending. 
Redoubtable Senator Thomas J. 


Walsh of Montana then spoke on the 
Economic Encyclicals and Tertiar- 
ism, and Dr. John A. Armstrong of 
St. Bonaventure’s College spoke on 
the Third Order and International 
Peace. Get out your copy of A Sur- 
vey of a Decade and read up what 
they had to say at that time. 
Neither speaker had any illusions 
as to what class of people he was 
dealing with and how they could 
enter the arena for a better world. 


But also, neither speaker for a 
moment believed that his words 
would be wasted on that audience; 
that the audience had nothing to 
offer toward the problems. Dr. 
Armstrong particularly stressed the 
Tertiary ideal of supernatural bro- 
therhood and the instrument of 
prayer as the key to a happier 
world. 


If the conferees at tthe pending 
San Francisco gathering flounder 
through their imposing jargon to 
arrive at real constructiveness, it 
will be in the measure that they ap- 
proach the simple expedients pro- 
posed to the simple brethren of St. 
Francis in that same Civic Auditor- 
ium fourteen years ago. 


May echoes of the words then ut- 
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c tered, of the hymns then sung, and 
tt of the prayers then raised to God on 


high, still linger in Saint Francis’ 


M@ Civic Auditorium. May the Guard- 
# ian Angels of the place stir those 
% echoes to life, so that they will be 
* heard through cant and sham and 
’ sinister pretense. 
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God’s Poor Little One has ito this 
day no worthy monument in the city 
named for him. May his form nev- 
ertheless be under the eyes of the 
conferees wherever they look and 
turn. Then perhaps God’s_ poor 
little ones all over this strife-torn 
earth will at last be able to pee 
more freely. 


A DOCUMENTED HISTORY 


FR. RAPHAEL M. HUBER O.M.C. IS 
the author of A Documented His- 
tory of the Franciscan Order, the 
first volume of which, covering 
mainly the period from 1182 to 
1517, is before us. 

It is a ponderous volume of 1028 
(plus XXXIV) pages and sells for 
$7.50, the author himself being the 
publisher, at St. Bonaventure Fri- 
ary, 625 Michigan Ave. N.E., Wash- 
ington D. C. 


The book is, as a matter of fact, 
less a general and balanced history 
of the order for the period indicated, 
than it is a history of the ideal of St. 
Francis and its observance in the 
order; for the bulk of the book, 
from page 1 to page 518, is taken up 
in the main with that subject, or, 
more explicitly, with the author’s 
contentions as to who is the true 
bearer of the Franciscan heritage 
(cf. p. 481, line 3). 


The second half of the book, its 
Part III, is a collection of ‘‘special 
treatises and studies on matters 
Franciscan” (pages 519 to 927), to 
which is subjoined a series of chron- 
ological tables and indexes (pages 
928 to 1028). 


On his main topic the author 
brings to bear a formidable-looking 
amount of erudition, particularly in 
the form of source material and bib- 
liography. Practically every page 
has its footnotes, which take up 
half the pages and more at times; 
even entire pages consist of such 


notes. Indeed he would deserve 
credit for high scholarship that 
could point to pertinent authorities 
and sources which the author has 
failed to cite at one time or another. 


The comparative use made of the 
sources, however, we find less ex- 
ceptional. With the same material 
before them other authors, in the 
day when they were free to advance 
the demonstration, arrived at a con- 
clusion diametrically the opposite of 
that to which Dr. Huber’s learned 
contentions lead. 


There is, too, in discussing the 
history of the observance in the 
order, one ever menacing pitfall, and 
that is the pitfall of equivocation. 
As one advances, at almost every 
chapter in the history one must 
pause to re-define the terms, so con- 
tinuously does their meaning shift; 
all the difference sometimes being 
bound up with the right use of lower 
case and capital initials. Conventual 
and conventual, even Conventual 
and Conventual; community and 
Community ; likewise spiritual, Spir- 
itual, and Spiritual; having, in the 
sense of owning and of merely us- 
ing; begging, in the sense of idle 
vagabondage and of canonical de- 
pendent living; interpretation and 
privilege, in the sense of relaxation 


of the rule and of explanation of the 


letter of the rule—unless these 
things are constantly borne in mind 
and pointed as one goes along, mis- 
conception is bound to ensue, cer- 
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tainly in the mind of the uninitiated 
reader. 

It cannot be said that the author 
always rises to this exigency. Nor 
have all scholars risen to it who 
have approached the subject before 
him. Hence some of the divergence 
in presenting conclusions. Frank- 
ly, it would have been much better, 
in every legitimate way, it seems to 
us, at the present stage of the argu- 
ment to heed the bidding of Pius X 
and avoid all contentions about the 
subject. 

The ten studies comprised in Part 
III of the book are of disparate 
length and merit. Nor is their 
scope always bound by the term of 
1517, 

Outstanding are the two chapters 
on sources and literature regarding 
St. Francis and the history of the 
order (102 pages). True, the author 
is avowedly selective in point of the 
literature but it is hard to see how 
anybody can cover the literature 
completely; and once the list is 
made selective, there can be little 
argument about admission and 
omission of particular items. 

Valuable is also the author’s his- 
tory of the Franciscan provinces 
and vicariates up to 1517 (pages 705 
to 771), while special merit attaches 
to the chapter on the Franciscan 
Literary and Educational Crusade 
(pages 772 to 894). The chapters 
on the missionary apostolate (14 
pages), and on social activities (9 
pages) would be inadequate as inte- 
grated parts of a general history. 
They, like most of Part III, seem 
rather to be random appendixes of 
material from the author’s rich 
repertory. 

The chronological tables (pages 
928 to 940) list the ministers gener- 
al up to 1517, the general chapters, 
the vicars and chapters of the Ob- 
servants, the cardinal protectors, 
the popes from Innocent III to Leo 
X, the Franciscan popes to date, the 
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saints and blessed of the First Order 
to date. In the latter listing two 
saints are overlooked (Sts. Benedict 
the Negro and Theophilus of 
Corte); some twenty blessed hon- 
ored in the calendarium of the Or- 
der of Friars Minor, from both be- 
fore and after 1517, are likewise 
missing. 

Indeed, the entire book makes the 
impression of having been done in a 
race with time, put together with a 
devastating haste that must have 
been extremely distasteful to a 
scholar such as Father Huber. How 
else account for a lack of proof- 
reading and editing so glaring that 
not knowing Father Huber, a person 
might question his scholarship? 


Names of persons and places are 
misspelt to such an extent that the 
less initiated must keep a work of 
reference at hand to verify them. 
The indicia of sources and books, 
also in the section devoted expressly 
to them, are too often incomplete 
and inaccurate as well as misspelt. 
And what is done to foreign lan- 
guage citations, especially in Ger- 
man, vies with the present material 
ruination of Germany itself. 


One rubs one’s eyes, too, in the 
light of newer research to read of 
Ockham ‘‘Nominalist and Sceptic” 
(p. 234); or of Perez reading the 
first Mass in America (p. 445). 
Marvelous, until you divine what 
the author means, is the statement 
(p. 454) that the expulsion of Con- 
ventuals in Spain spelled the doom 
of all possible missionary activities 
in the New World under the Spanish 
crown; and the statement (p. 325 
and stressed elsewhere) that the 
Reform reached England after 1485, 
compared with the statement (p. 
411, where the reign of Sixtus IV— 
died 1484—is under discussion) that 
the king of England threatened to 
expel every Conventual from his 
confines if Sixtus did anything to 
the Observants. 
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On page 42, footnote 126, the 
terms for the Portiuncula privilege 
are misstated: the bishop must get 
the privilege from Rome and (AAS., 
1939, p. 226) can now get it for any 


* church. 


The above are cited as random 
samples of flaws. Many others 
could be placed at their side. Page 
by page the book needs proof-read- 
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the same holds for the taste in typo- 
graphy and illustration. 

All told, scholarly in conception 
and apparatus, the book is safe for 
use in the hands of competent 
scholars. Such can fairly revel in 
the wealth of detail the author has 
brought to book, while at the same 
time they must not overlook author- 
ities whom the author has found 


| | ing and editing to be truly worthy less serviceable to his general 

of its scholarly pretensions. And _ thesis. ® 
BROWSING 

BOOKS LEADERS 


AND WHAT'S IN THEM 


THE LITURGY REMAINS AS INEX- 
HAUSTIBLE a treasure as the spirit 
of the Godhead itself, whose glories 
it is meant to express. There will 
continue to be new books on it as 
long as the spirit of the faithful 
keeps occupied with it, and that will 
be till the end of time. 


And the books will by no means of 
necessity be marked with deadening 
sameness. As God expresses him- 
self in creatures and no two alike, so 
each writer who approaches the 
subject of the Liturgy, may be ex- 
pected to be interested in a different 
aspect of it, and to react differently 
to its many aspects. 


Before us lie two new volumes, 
slenderized, like the lines of the 
newer Church art. Msgr. Hellriegel 
offers a graphic explanation of the 
holy Mass and its parts in The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass (Pio Decimo 
Press, St. Louis, 66 pages, $1.25) ; 
while Dom Theodore Wesseling O. 
S. B. of Farnborough Abbey points 
the lessons of social purification and 
reconstruction conveyed by the Len- 
ten and Easter Liturgy, in The 
Cleansing of the Temple (Long- 
mans, 96 pages, $1.75). 


The former book calls picture and 


MUST BE READERS 


diagram to aid in showing the rela- 
tion of the parts of the Mass to each 
other as well as to God whom they 
honor, and the faithful whose four- 
fold worship they express. Pro- 
gressively each part of the Mass, 
each prayer, is discussed in its gen- 
eral and particular significance both 
as to ceremony and text, the author, 
as he proceeds, making  cur- 
rent practical applications bearing 
on the ministry of the priest and the 
life of the faithful. The book at 
times shows a tendency to admire 
novelties on which the Church 
frowns; but going no farther than 
to admire them, the reader will de- 
rive benefit from the way they illus- 
trate and enforce the spirit which 
underlies the ceremonies and should 
find a counterpart in the disposition 
of the faithful. 


Dom Wesseling’s book has a less 
personal message on the face of it, 
as it looks avowedly toward a better 
world to tender God its due meed of 
worshipful service. But the author 
leaves no room for indulging the 
fancy that a better world can take 
shape unless the individual shapes 
his own spirit and life under the 
pleasure of God toward the welfare 
of others. The fasting of Lent en- 
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forces the restrictions every man of 
us must impose on himself if the 
acceptable City of God is to emerge. 
The freedom and liberation exulted 
over in the Easter theme is little to 
the point disjoined from the respon- 
sibility implied, of life and prayer 
contributed as the individual’s func- 
tion in the Mystical Body. Though 
the name is never mentioned or so 
much as hinted at, this is good, 
fundamental Third Order doc- 
trine. ) 


Tertiary David Goldstein dedi- 
cates a new book to Tertiary John 
Craig, Consultor Treasurer of our 
National Tertiary Organization, and 
his wife and splendid family of ten 
children. A frontispiece and a 
jacket picture are of the Craig fam- 
ily. In an appreciation as foreword, 
Mrs. Craig says: “We greatly ap- 
preciate having our family connect- 
ed with a book that upholds the 
decent, holy standards of conduct 
within the bond of matrimony ‘so 
vitally needed for our national as 
well as spiritual well-being. The 
Craigs thank you prayerfully for 
your courtesy.” 


The book bears the title of Suicide 
Bent: Sangerizing Mankind. It 
discusses briefly some fifty points 
raised by the subject of family limi- 
tation. The complete text of Casti 
Connubii, Pope Pius XI’s classic en- 
cyclical on the sanctity of wedlock, 
is subjoined as an appendix. The 
points cited and met by the author 
are from all angles, historical, reli- 
gious, moral, economic, and legisla- 
tive. They are pat to modern issues 
and mentality. The treatment pulls 
no punches, neither in respect of 
points raised, nor of rejoinder made. 
250 pages, $2.00. Radio Replies 
Press. ® 


Msgr. Hugh Blunt has a new book 
on the corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy, entitled The Quality of 
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Mercy (Bruce, 185 pages, $1.75). 
A general doctrinal and historical 
background is first given in four 
chapters on the bedrock of charity, 
the Gospel commandment of alms- 
giving, and the discharge of the 
works of mercy. Then the seven 
works of corporal and of spiritual 
mercy are discussed serially and 
severally in fourteen additional 
chapters. In each instance mean- 
ing, motives, application, and exam- 
ple (the latter with frequent Fran- 
ciscan reference) are put before the 
reader as inspiration and guidance. 
The treatment is prayerful; each 
chapter ends, too, with a litany-like 
invocation of the blessed Mother of 
Mercy. ® 


Jacques Maritain continues the 
fertile parent of thought-provoking 
books and _ treatises—thought-pro- 
voking in a constructive rather than 
fantastic and chimerical way, even 
where one cannot always, especially 
as a convinced Franciscan, agree 
with him. A series of nine lectures 
given by him in the United States in 
the autumn of 19388 is offered the 
public in a book entitled Scholasti- 
cism and Politics (Macmillan, 248 
pages). It is an older book indeed 
(1941), but its subject material is 
vital to a world that now looks for 
reconstruction in a far more drastic 
sense than when the lectures were 
given or even when the book was 
published. The basic idea of the 
book, too, is good Tertiary working 
principle. 


The title is less relevant and re- 
vealing than the author’s words in 
the foreword: “To my mind, it is 
through a sound philosophy of the 
person tthat the genuine, vital prin- 
ciple of a new democracy, and at the 
same time of a new Christian civili- 
zation, can be rediscovered.” The 
words are the cue to the lumping 
together under the book’s title of 
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} such disparate subjects as Science 
%) and Philosophy, Democracy and Au- 
| thority, Freudianism and Psychoan- 
) alysis, Catholic Action and Political 
# Action, Christianity and Earthly 
| Civilizations. 


If you will, take as 
the keynote of the book, the title of 


, the first chapter: Integral Human- 
% ism and the 


Crisis of Modern 

Times. ® 
On the purely literary side there 
are two offerings by Sheed and 


) Ward, both, it so happens, by mas- 


x ters. 
Under Hilaire Belloc’s name 
comes a volume entitled Sonnets 


and Verse, his poems collected in 
- one volume. 


Here one is really at a 
loss. It will not do to quote the 
whole volume, and to quote this or 
that poem is to limit your impres- 
sion of the variety of theme and 
form as well as of humor. Besides 
thirty-eight Sonnets and sixty Epi- 
grams, there are some sixty other 
poems, songs, and ballades on a 
kaleidoscopic variety of events new 
and old, of sentiments and objects 
both lofty and plain, all touched 
with the poetic spark, all raised to 
the sublime with the glint of immor- 
tality. Here it is a rollicking drink- 
ing song; there a caustic ballade of 
Hell and Mrs. Roebeck, or again the 
ballade of the Illegal Ornaments; 
then a baby thing like The Birds; 
and then something with the epic 
ring of The Ballad of Val-es-Dunes. 

We know Belloc as the historian 
and the controversialist. But it is 
good to remember that people like 
Hugh Walpole consider him the 
greatest living English poet. Wal- 
pole says of him apropos of this 
volume: “Mr. Belloc is a very great 
man. Only after his death will it be 
seen how truly great he is.” With 
that verdict you may agree or dis- 
agree. But if you do not find great- 
ness scattered liberally here and 
there in Belloc’s Sonnets and Verse, 
your taste and this writer’s taste 
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are miles apart. 203 pages, $2.00. @ 


Paul Claudel, the eminent French 
poet and diplomat, is the author of 
The Satin Slipper or The Worst Is 
Not the Surest, a mighty allegorical 
play on the theme that “all things 
minister to a Divine purpose, and so 
to one another, even sin and false- 
hood serving truth and justice and 
salvation in the long run.” No less 
a celebrity than Father John O’Con- 
nor, the original of Chesterton’s 
Father Brown, has translated the 
play, all but the preface, of which 
Claudel himself wrote both the 
French and the English version. 

It is not light reading. Inter- 
changing prose and poetry, Shake- 
spearean realism and drollery with 
Miltonian majesty, it nonetheless in 
effect touches truly the supernatur- 
al mysteries of Dante, though in- 
deed as they apply to this life. The 
author himself cautions the reader 
in the preface that the lesson may 
elude his clutch, while the translator 
feels called upon to point to “the 
flea’, the casual brief episode, which 
is the pivot of all that happens. Not 
only in volume (3810 pages, library 
format) an “opus mirandum’”, but 
in conception and execution too one 
of those productions which later 
generations study as classics. 
$2.50. ® 


In a much lighter vein there is 
Stories Behind the World’s Great 
Music, by Sigmund Spaeth (3875 
pages, $2.50, Whittlesey House). 
We are assured that the information 
tendered is authentic and the fruit 
of considerable research, despite the 
author’s play for effect in present- 
ing the material, his effort to be 
interesting and amusing. Classic 
compositions of an older and the 
modern day, popular songs, patriotic 
songs, folk songs, religious songs of 
many nations and tongues, have a 
history of origin, of text, and of 
tune, of human interest background, 
all of which the author seeks to 
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bring to book in a way that is a 
constant happy surprise and treat. 
One of those books you like to turn 
to in leisure moments for a worthy 
pastime. A good home library 
number. ® 


How Rich Are The Young is a 
vocation pamphlet by the author of 
The Scarlet Lily, Father E. F. 
Murphy S8. 8S. J. Catholic Students 
Mission Crusade, publishers. 10 
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cents.—Through Purgatory, by 
Marie E. Kolz, is a plea for the Holy 
Souls in story form. Our Suna 
Visitor Press. 5 cents. 


The 1945 edition of The Catholic 
Writer Yearbook is just out, edited 
by Edoardo Marolla (The Marolla 
Press, Pence, Wisconsin, $1.00), a 
comprehensive directory of Catholic 
publications and their manuscript 
needs. e 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


An NC note has it that Bishop 
Miguel de Olano O.F.M. Cap. is back 
at his mission station as vicar apo- 
stolic of the liberated island of 
Guam in the Pacific. Bishop Olano, 
a Spanish national, was removed 
from the island and interned in 
Japan along with some 600 Ameri- 
cans when the Japanese occupation 
took place in 1941. Later he was 
released and repatriated to Spain. 

His American fellow missionaries, 
Capuchins of St. Joseph province 
(10), are still interned in Japan. ® 


Fr. Christopher Sullivan O.M.C. 
(15), Chinese missionary on auto 
truck wheels, was captured by the 
Japanese in August 1942, down 
along the Burmese boundary of 
China. Word comes now that he 
was among the internees liberated 
from San Tomas internment camp 
at Manila upon the recent advance 
of American forces. 

He was known, for his amazing 
missionary endeavors, as the Padre 
of Burma Road and the man who 
kept open the hospitals of China. ® 


Captain Fr. Bruno Luechinger 
O.F.M. Cap. (10) has received the 
Silver Star award for gallantry 
under fire June 9, 1944, in France. @ 


An article on Contardo Ferrini in 
The American Ecclesiastical Review 
for March, from the pen of Father 
Kk. G. Kaiser C.PP.S., enumerates 


the holy university professor’s vir- 
tues. They prove to be a recital of 
typical Franciscan traits, helping us 
understand “his friendly spirit, his 
graciousness, his apostolate of gen- 
tleness, his humor.” 


One word would have explained 
all these traits, a word not hit upon 
by the writer: Ferrini was a Fran- 
ciscan Tertiary. 


The writer points out that radical 
Gemelli, who at one time occasional- 
ly attended Ferrini’s lectures for 
sheer amusement over a university 
professor that still believed in God, 
later became Father Gemelli, the 
Franciscan who is now the postula- 
tor of Contardo Ferrini’s cause of 
beatification, soon to be happily ter- 
minated. e 


An NCWC news item has it that 
delegates of the National Federation 
of Catholic College Students, at a re- 
cent New York meeting held in the 
course of the first national congress 
for interracial justice, went on rec- 
ord for admission of qualified Negro 
students to all Catholic colleges. 


Occasion was taken from the fact | 


that “the continued exclusion of 
Catholic Negroes from a few Catho- 
lic colleges in the North is seized 
upon by enemies and critics of the 


Church as an argument that the | 
Negro does not find a complete wel- — 


come within the Catholic Church.” 
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_ A more delicate question is the 

admission of qualified Negro candi- 
dates to religious orders and congre- 
gations on equal terms with others. 
The ultimate Catholic attitude 
admits of no discussion. The pro- 
blem of adjustment to the Catholic 
attitude demands immediate open- 
i minded attention in the spirit of 
Catholic Christianity. @ 


It is frivolous to bother about 
others’ deeds when you have so 
much to correct in yourself. @ 


From the report of Our Lady of 
Consolation Tertiary province (16) 
| for 1944, it appears that there are 
thirty-four active fraternity groups 
with about 1200 active Tertiaries in 
the province. Three of the fratern- 
ities are in educational institutions 
) (one at Loras College and Seminary, 
Dubuque), and there are three 
' junior fraternities. 

The Cordists were established in 
* every Franciscan parish school of 
| the province. ® 


Fr. Ephrem Longpré O.F.M. (24) 
in 1927 published a brochure in 
French on the Kingship of Christ 
according to St. Bonaventure and 
Bl. Duns Scotus. The pamphlet is 
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now available in English, translated 
by Fr. Daniel J. Barry O.F.M. and 
published by St. Anthony Guild 
Press. 386 pages, 50 cents. ® 


We are in receipt of a copy of the 
Rule of Life for Franciscan Tertiary 
priests and seminarians of the St. 
Paul seminary fraternity. Arch- 
bishop Murray himself edited and 
pointed some of its provisions and 
gave the statutes his imprimatur. 
Which was as gracious of His Excel- 
lency as the statutes themselves are 
edifying. 

Needless to say, the statutes also 
have the approval of the Franciscan 
authorities, whose primary concern, 
as an internal matter of the order, 
the statutes are. ® 

Province 20, respectively its com- 
missary, Fr. Joseph Fenelon O.F.M. 
Cap., has a hard time of it, reaching 
as the province does from coast to 
coast of the country. 

But Fr. Joseph manages very 
well. March saw him on the Pacific 
coast, on visitation and new estab- 
lishments of (three) fraternities up 
Oregon way. 6 


For the Lenten Peace observance 
of St. Anthony’s fraternity St. 


AN OFFER TAKEN AND MADE 


A GROUP OF directors and officers of metropolitan Chicago’s junior fraternities met 
Passion Sunday in the offices of Franciscan Herald Press, to discuss matters of local 


interest. 


Present were representatives of St. Peter’s Antonians, Chicago; of the fraternity 
at Alvernia High, Chicago; at Madonna High, Aurora; at St. Augustine High, Chicago; 


and St. Augustine’s Alvernians, Chicago. 


In the spirit which is being promoted by the present penitential Peace Year of the 


order in America, the conferees proposed that all the members observe a triduum, 
privately, in preparation for the San Francisco conference on international peace 
measures; the triduum to consist of daily holy Mass and communion together with the 
offering of the Office, that God may inspire, direct, and render permanently effective 
holy peace measures. Once a week till then the members are to attend an extra Mass 
and receive. 

A $25.00 cash prize is offered by the group for a hymn to St. Francis specially 
suited as a young Tertiaries’ rally song. The text is in mind for the contest, although 
the adaptability of the text to known melodies, or even a suitable new melody, will add 
weight toward the prize. 

Anybody anywhere is eligible for the contest. Entries to be postmarked not later 
than April 30, Address: Fr. Philip, 5045 Laflin Street, (Chicago 9, Illinois. 9 
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Louis, Fr. Director Maximus Poppy 
had the Litany of All Saints of the 
Order put in the hands of all attend- 
ants along with the program and 
ritual for the rest of the ceremony. 
The entire setup was mailed to the 
Tertiaries as their Bulletin for the 
month prior to the ceremony. 

The special reprint of the Litany 
in an inexpensive 8-page folder was 
promised if requests by April 18 
would warrant it. 


Fr. Clement M. O’Donnel Ae 
well known Tertiary youth worker 
of Rensselaer (15), reports the 
death of three member servicemen 
of St. Baptist de la Salle fraternity, 
Christian Brothers, Albany N. Y.: 
Joseph Graf and Edward Moynihan 
of the Army and A. D. Engesser of 
the Navy. 

Our condolences to Fr. Clement, 
to the fraternity, and to the be- 
reaved families. 8 


This is the hundredth anniver- 
sary year of the founding of Ven. 
Mother Frances Schervier’s com- 
munity, the Sisters of the Poor of 
St. Francis (FI 40). 

Founded October 3, 1945 in “holy 
Aachen”, or Aix la Chapelle, one of 
the many European cities now re- 
duced to rubble, the community is 
represented in the United States by 
two provinces, with headquarters at 
Hartwell Cincinnati and at Warwick 
N. Y. In 1941 there were 24 estab- 
lishments, with 676 members, in ithe 
country. 

We hope to be able to recur to the 
occasion in the future. ® 


Mother Aquilina of the above 
community, provincial of the East- 
ern or Warwick province, observed 
the golden jubilee of her religious 
profession February 3. Most Rev. 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph P. Dona- 
hue presided at the Mass, and Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Nelson, vicar 
for the religious of the archdiocese 
of New York, preached. 


THE FORUM 


Mother Aquilina’s life, in part 
also since her appointment as Mo- 
ther Provincial in 1937, has been 
spent in the care of the sick and 
hapless notably in eastern states. 
She is a native of Cold Spring Ky. ® 


For whoever may have run across 
the recent press report that Fr. 
Francisco Guadalupe, the former 
opera and concert 
Mojica, has left the Franciscan or- 
der and returned to Mexico, be it 


said that the good friar is still very | 


much a friar in his adopted province 
in Peru. 

An appointment in obedience re- 
cently caused him to visit the 
Mexican capital. That gave rise to 
the canard. e 

St. Michaels, Fort Defiance, Wide 
Ruins, Oak Springs, Sawmill, Klage- 
toh, Hunters Point, Cornfield, Kin- 
lichee, Greasewood, Chinlee, Naaz- 
lini, Black Mountain, Salina Springs, 
Rough Rock, Chilchinbito, Lukachu- 
kai, Round Rock, Tsehili, Rock 
Point, Wheatfields, Red Rock, Sheep 
Springs, Bilclibito, Keams Canyon, 
Steamboat Canyon, Pinon Springs, 
Houck, Pine Springs, Sanders; 
Crystal, Tohatchi, Naschiti, Mexi- 
can Springs, Coyote Canyon, Twin 
Lakes, Bitqo, Nakai, Spiprock, 
Sanastee, Fruitland, Toadlina, Nava, 
Rattlesnake, Bistai, Huerfane, Kin- 
bitgo, Pueblo Alto, Manuelito. Add 
Towar Colorado, and Aneth Utah. 

No, dear reader, we are not spoof- 
ing you with double talk. Just re- 
citing the names of mission places 
on the Navajo Indian Reservation in 
nae of St. John Baptist province 

oO). 


entirely on the help of charitably 


inclined Catholics.—Fraternity Bul- | 


letin, St. Boniface, Louisville. 


America’s mission days are by no | 
@- 


means over. 


singer Jose | 


These places, the first semi- | 
colon of which are in Arizona, and — 
the second in New Mexico, are some © 
of the Indian and Mexican missions | 
in charge of the province dependent | 


ee ee 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


; MAY 

10. Ascension G.A.—P.I.* 

11. Bl. Benedict of Urbino C. 1 Or. 
» (Fran.) 

17. St. Paschal Baylon C. 1 Or. 

18. (St. Felix of Cantalice C. 1 Or. 

19. St. Theophilus of Corte C. 1 Or— 

St. Ives C. 3 Or. 

20. Pentecost G.A—St. Bernardin of 

; Siena C. 1 Or. 

21. Bl. Crispin of Viterbo C. 1 Or. 

zie crinity ‘G.A—P.1.* 

30. St. Ferdinand C. 3 Or.* 

of, Corpus Christi G.A—P.J.—St. An- 


gela Merici V. 3 Or. (Conv. and Cap.) 


GENERALLY 


On the day of reception and the day of 
profession. 

On the day of the monthly meeting. 

On two days of the month at choice.* 

On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
to the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

On the first Friday of any month. 

On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
month, for attendance at the votive Mass 
of the Immaculate Conception according 
to the rubrics.* 

On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
days of the month. Prayers in honor of 


the Immaculate Conception. The 
Sundays may be observed instead. 

On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 

On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 

On the titular feast of a Franciscan 
church. 


*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members, whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 

General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 

Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 

Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


First 


' OBITUARY 


Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 
members of the three Orders of St. Francis: 


Fr. Hildebrand Fuchs O.F.M. (5), Fr. 


Felix M. Kirsh O.F.M. Cap. (9) 


~ Sr. M. Clarina Logelin (19), Sr. Humili- 
tas Denter (60), Sr. M. Eurelia Adams 
| (7), Sr. M. Leonilla Weltin (12) 
Albany: Joseph Graf, Edward Moyni- 
han, A. D. Engesser 
Appleton: Juliana Lewandowski, Eliza- 
beth Johnson, Margaret Hollenbeck, Helen 
Zwicker 
- Brooklyn: Mary Mannix 
Chicago: Nellie Culhane, Mary F. Ryan, 
Anna Kroell, Margaret Fett, Julia Bul- 
| lock, Teresa Kaufman, Edward Keating, 
Anna Burris, Margaret Johnson 


Cincinnati: Frances Margaret Duffy, 
-Ludovica Mary Williams 

Cleveland: Lillian Logan, Catherine 
'Brennan, Stella Ledinsky, Margaret 
| Malloy 


Detroit: G. E. Loeser 

Joliet: Christine Kinnet, 
Peeler 

Lombard: William Tonne 

Louisville: Laura Wehner, Mary Knopp, 
Tillie Gramig, Ida Pluckebaum, Rose 
Borntraeger, Anna Knopp. 

Milwaukee: Christine Heiling, Mathilda 
Templeton, Mary  Rohlinger, Louise 
Wissing, Lt. James Mueller, Helen Ska- 
dowski 

New York: Elizabeth Reynolds, Grace 
Batsholts, Margaret Gaffney, Anna Dui- 
gnan, Anna Green, Patrick Hennessy 

Pittsburgh: Elizabeth Duffy, Phoebe 
Root, Pauline Schmolder, Mary Wymard 

Teutopolis: Catherine, Pauline, Ida 
Brumleve, Catherine Niemeyer 

Toronto: Mrs. C. J. Doherty, Mrs. John 
Donovan, Mrs. Hugh Black 


Elizabeth 


Put THE Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


Community or Fraternity. 


- Address: THE Forum, 5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 


“Third Order Literature 


COMMENTARIES 


HIDDEN POWER 
The text of the rule with a key to its 
interpretation. Folder, 16 pages. 
PGr)-d07. 3s Se Ee ees $ .25 
A RULE OF LIFE 

Fundamentals of the Third Order. A 
short commentary suitable as a text 
book for eu novices. 

Pages 32. 


Per 
EL ORIGINAL "RULE OF THE 


TERTIARIES 

Perspectives for the present-day ae 

Pages 24. Each 3. 
THE FRANCISCAN MESSAGE iN 

AUTHENTIC TEXTS 


The classic Papal encyclicals and con- ~ 


stitutions on St. Francis ‘and his 
orders. 
Pages) TAs nBiaCh) 2. ..--ccs.ccce teers cease $ .40 


SACRA PROPEDIEM 


Reprinted for the Peace Year 1945- 


1946 in commemoration of its ees 
in 1921. Per doz. 
THH SOCIAL IDEATS= OF ‘oT. 
FRANCIS (Meyer) 
Sets forth the philosophy of the Third 
Order rule—the backgrounds of the 
Three-Point Program of popular eco- 
nomics. Cloth $1.2 


OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
3200 Meramec Street, St. Louis 18, Mo. 


MAY SPECIALS 


Devotions to Mary (4 page leaflet) 


' Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary by Pius XII; and 
Mary’s Hymn for Servicemen ................. 


RITUAL 


THE TERTIARY RITUAL 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS — 
English and Latin texts for the 
genced Blessing; Transitus. 
text of the meeting prayers; 
Office; standard hymns. x 
Pages 33. Per doz, eee : 


PROFESSION 3 
English and Latin texts in the pli 
form, suitable for congregati 
tal. Printed separately, Latin | 
the singular form. 
Pages 60/23... 2 ee Each $ 

THIRD ORDER RITUAL i 


For congregational use. The fa 


CONGRESS ioc 
SURVEY OF A DECADE ~ 
Second Congress (1926) and 
Congress (1931) with valuable 
dices. Pages 866. Buchram ... 


Little Office of the Blessed Virgin (in English) -................. Paper .40 ea.; Cloth 80. ea. 


Devotion For the Erring (Confraternity for the Conversion 
Of SSUAMICIG)) exe ners- ote seecen neecerre eee teens 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS ES 
5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Illinois ae 


sass tence 10 cents, quantity rat Ss 


<¥ 


war. 


Do your part to win the war. 
and buy more Defense Bonds and Stamps. — 


But regular buying will. 


Spend less on luxuries 


